THE NURSERY MAGAZINE - —

A
,Q“ .
x» Y.

SUMMER FETE

WINTER

) WONDERLAND
GROSVENOR'S

v/ NEW GARDEN
SEPTEMBER 2010

-SNAPDRAGONSNURSERY.COM


http://www.snapdragonsnursery.com
http://www.snapdragonsnursery.com

Coffee morning: Broadwood will be holding their introduction for new parents of the nursery on the 21st September. Invites will be sent soon.

A look back at the biggest
stories from Snapdragons
over the past season.

he legendary Snapdragons Summer

Fete was bigger and better than

ever this year with games and
stalls, food, drink and the ever-popular
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The Gruffalo has recently been
touring the United Kingdom and

Children leaving for school at

Snapdragons Melksham enjoyed
a trip out to Bristol Zoo in July,
an opportunity to say goodbye
to all their good friends. See the
pictures on the website!

children at the Atworth nursery were
lucky enough to secure tickets to go
and watch the spectacle in August at
The Bristol Hippodrome.

They were all amazed at what they
saw on stage with dancing, fabulous

costumes and music all on offer.

The Gruffalo has always been a
favourite book of the nursery and
this performance only enhanced its
status with them.

Atworth have recently opened
their After School Club, collecting
from Churchfields School in
Atworth. Places are still available
so call for more information.
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incoming

WINTER
WOND

Saturday 11th December, 13:30 - 16:30 |
Henley Lodge, Weston Road, Bath BA1 2XT

eld for the first time
last year, our Winter
Wonderland fayre was a

huge success.

With beautiful decorated scenes
and a magical Santa’s Grotto,
the children and families who
attended were all transfixed by
what they saw.

However, as with all things at
Snapdragons we are only looking
to improve and enhance our
already excellent display. Ideas
are already brewing, stalls are
being prepared and we are getting
set for a wonderful afternoon with
visits from Santa and a herd of
donkeys.

Alongside these crown jewels
we will be giving out raffle tickets
to all Snapdragons families for
our delicious ‘Dinner Delight’ raffle
stall with many wonderful dishes
available. You will all receive
these tickets with your invoices at
the end of the year but you must
bring them with you to the fayre
in order to be in with a chance to
win!

NARNIA

Based around the Winter
spectacle that is Narnia, children
will be dazzled by the beautiful
snow and forest as they step in
through the wardrobe for the first
time.

Their experiences are only
beginning there though as they
make their way through the forest
to Santa’s Grotto and out to pet
and feed the donkeys.

Children can even dress up for
the Winter Wonderland theme
with the donkeys to have their
own personalised photo taken for
Christmas cards!

For hungry bellies we have
tasty hot potatoes available along
with mince pies and mulled wine.
There really is something for
everyone!

The fayre will be being held
at our nursery in Weston and
everyone is invited so please
bring along your friends and
families!

Concept photography

The wonderful portrait
photographers ‘Concept
Photography’ will be visiting the
nurseries throughout the end of
the year, taking beautiful shots of
the children.

These always make such
fantastic gifts for friends and
family and are enormous hits
with everyone so we encourage
everyone to take part in these -
even if you are not usually in!

Please come and book an
appointment with your nursery
manager as the date approaches

so that you don’t miss out!.
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Corsham

23rd & 24th September
Weston

29th & 30th September
Atworth

17th November
Grosvenor

7th October
Melksham

10th November
Broadwood

1st October

Your guide to the best events over
the next season at Snapdragons
Nursery.

TEDSBIG DAYOUT

On Friday 15th October,
the nurseries will all be
taking the opportunity to
dress up in stripes for this
year’s Big Day Out.

This fundraising event
focuses on raising money for
the RUH’s Forever Friends
Appeal and encourages

the children to bring in their
teddies and wear something
stripy!

Broadwood will be using
the theme of ‘Where’s Wally’
as they all put on their red
and white stripes and try to
blend into the crowd.

We hope to have another
successful fundraising
event.

Saturday 6th November, 19:30 - 23:30
Henley Lodge, Weston Road, Bath BAT 2XT

Our second Quiz Night is approaching and we are
looking forward to welcoming parents back in to take part
in this exciting evening.

For a low entrance fee of £5.00 you are guaranteed an
evening of fun, games and laughs with a delicious home-
cooked meal included.

If you would like to create your own team then please
state this when booking your tickets. Otherwise it is a
perfect time to meet new parents of Snapdragons!

Tickets will go on sale at the beginning of October on
the Snapdragons website at www.snapdragonsnursery.
com/quiznight and are extremely limited.

OTHER COMING
EVENTS

ATWORTH

For the Harvest Festival
celebration at the end of
September we will be taking
all of our home grown organic
produce to the local church.

At the end of October Atworth
will be holding a Pumpkin
Party in line with Halloween.
Children will be carving and
lighting pumpkins and creating
their own unique designs.

BROADWOOD

In September Broadwood will
be starting their work towards
achieving the ‘Happy Little
Teeth’ award, which is a fun
and interesting way to teach
the children about dental
hygiene and healthy eating for
the whole family.

Broadwood Open Evening is
on the 12th October (time to
be confirmed) so please come
and see our nursery.

CORSHAM

In the last week of October,
Silver Jewellery will be coming
to take finger print casts that
the children can then turn into
silver necklaces or jewellery.
More information to follow.

WESTON

Parents Evening for Weston
parents will be on Wednesday
3rd November from 18:30

- 20:30. Bookings will be
available nearer the date.

GROSVENOR

On Friday 1st October we will
be fundraising for Jeans for
Genes so wear your denim
and help raise some money!

MELKSHAM

Melksham are holding a
‘Stay & Play’ session on
Wednesday 29th September
in which parents are invited
to stay with their children
and enjoy a host of activities,
bouncy castles, face painting,
cake stalls and more! The
times will be between 09:30
- 11:30 and 14:00 - 16:00 so
please join us!

Our Halloween party is on

Monday 1st November and
we will be enjoying spooky
stories, apple bobbing and
scary dancing!

Home

Each month you can leam new practices and
fechniques fo use at home with your child, written by
some of the experienced staff working at Snapdragons.

Identifying your

child’s interests

What is my child interested in?

Ask yourself what your child enjoys playing with the most - what is it they
do repeatedly? Maybe it is cars, dolls, bricks - maybe all of these. Now ask

yourself: why do they play with them?
If your child has several favourite activities look for patterns which link

play

Kerrie Charilton,
Deputy Manager
of Weston & Early
Years Professional

these things together. For example, if your child always chooses to push toy cars back and forth, ride
on bikes, push wheelbarrows then they may have a strong interest in transportation, rotation, circles
or movement and may choose to play with these items because they are the only things they ’ ’

can find that allow them to explore this interest.

Once your child’s key interests have been identified, you may
become more aware of what resources you have at home which may
provide alternative experiences or perhaps you’d like to plan relevant
outings with the family to explore these interests further, for learning
is not about the end product or finishing goal but is about the journey,
processes and experiences that we have to go through to get there.

Extend your child’s interest with resources
There are many potential interests including lining things up,

Collect kitchen
rolls and link them
together to make a
long tunnel which
small balls or cars
can pass through to

stacking objects, direction, wrapping, containing and pouring to name malke the way thlngs

just a few. If your child is interested in moving items then you may
be able to give them opportunities to do so - ask for their help to put
shopping away, or perhaps you have stones in the garden that need
to be collected in a bucket and moved. Purchase or create aids to

are transported
more interesting.

help them complete their mission such as wheelbarrows, prams, diggers, buckets, etc.

Collect kitchen rolls and link them together to make a long tunnel which small balls or cars can
pass through to make the way things are transported more interesting. You can also collect yoghurt
pots and butter tubs as they are excellent for transporting water or sand from one to the other and by
piercing the bottom you provide your child with a simple sieve to make transporting more challenging.

Role play

Treasure baskets

As young babies develop they will
begin to discover their own interests
so why not help them find out more
about the world and themselves and
put together your own treasure basket
- a collection of items which present
young babies and children with the dry.
opportunity to explore their senses.
Use items such as ribbon, wooden
spoons, brushes, wicker balls, shells or
feathers.

Perhaps your child is very involved in role play
- why not give your child real household objects to
play with such as saucepans, wooden spoons, a
dustpan and brush or tea towels and empty food
and drink containers. You could also use string and
clothes pegs to make a child-sized washing line and
provide your child with the necessary tools to wash
some socks and then hang them in the garden to

Providing your child with real-life objects and
opportunities will give them a more fulfilling
experience, role play is all about copying grown-ups
and entering the world of make believe - think about
what it is they see you do every day and try and give

them the resources to copy. If your child has gained
a sibling recently then why not give your child some wet wipes, nappy bags and nappies to play with

so they may change or bath their own doll.

Your key person

Discussing information about your child with their key person means that we can continue to
provide your child with engaging activities that are more relevant to them. Please feel free to share
information about your child’s favourite activities, repetitive play, recent or upcoming events or family
outings. If you went to the zoo we may spend the day dressing up as lions; if you have friends to stay
we may draw them in a picture; by sharing information we can build on your child’s experiences and

fulfil their learning potential.
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' | N Read about common
¥ illnesses and have your
1 questions answered.

] Gastroenteritis

| &
Gastroenteritis is inflammation of the intestinal tract which usually results in diarrhoea (three or more times
within 24 hours). Being sick or vomiting is also a common symptom. About 1 in 5 people are affected by
gastroenteritis in England every year.
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Opening Hours:Wed — Sat 10.00AM — 5.00PM
School Holidays: Mon — Sat 10.00AM — 5.00PM
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Slgns and Symptcms Francesca Thompson,

- In addition to diarrhoea and vomiting children Causes Health Advisor for
affected by gastroenteritis may have: Snapdragons Nursery
+ Stomach cramps

+ Headache
+ Aching arms and legs

WE r‘JOW H.:‘ﬁ'a."'u"'rE ,-":"'-L STUD!D! + High temperature

MENTION THIS ADVERT FOR A VERY SPECIAL DEAL!

The most common organisms which
cause gastroenteritis are viruses, recovered. This should be when they
however bacterial gastroenteritis can have had no further symptoms for at
also occur. Children are particularly least 48 hours.
susceptible to these infections and
the most common cause is rotavirus.
Almost every child will have had
this infection by the age of 5. Other

Good hand hygiene with soap and

If diarrhoea and vomiting is severe a child may quickly water is very important. You should

2 Beaufort Place,

Larkhall, Bath BA1 6RP

T:0117 9558100

become dehydrated.

viruses that may affect children include
norovirus, adenovirus, and astrovirus.

encourage your child to wash and dry
their hands after they have been to
the toilet. It is also vital that you wash

T:o122 2700 E:paint@crockadoodledo.co.uk
1225 4427 P @ Symptoms may last for as little as 24 hours up to

approximately 7 days. Most people make a full recovery
within 2-3 days.

your hands thoroughly after changing
nappies or cleaning up after your child
has vomited. You should also pay
particular attention to cleaning the
toilets in your home as this will help to
reduce the spread to others within the

The Paint—your—own Pottery Shop

jraphy

e
T

www.conceptphotographyltd.co.uk

Spread

Gastroenteritis is usually highly
infectious. It can be passed very easily
from person to person and particularly

/| /4 : : ts wh hild household.
The New Flavour of Bath Your Questions n enionmens where iden
another; for example nurseries,
Join us Friday Nights for Answered schools and care homes. Treatment

Most people with gastroenteritis
have relatively mild symptoms and
will usually recover without the need
for treatment. If you are concerned
that your child’s symptoms are

not improving or that they may be
dehydrated you should contact your
GP or ring NHS Direct.

2-4-1 Cocktails!!

Preventing the spread of
infection
You can help to prevent the spread

of infection by keeping your child
away from nursery until they have

| have been having trouble getting my child to
- sleep in the evenings and it is proving to be a
very challenging time for my husband and | as
L I m e she is very restless and agitated when it comes
to that time of day.
A focus on your child’s routine  cot rather than falling asleep
is more important than a focus somewhere else and lifted into hWe Stli” them save a child’s life and
on the actual time for bed or bed. ave places completing both levels will
sleep. If you can achieve both, available ensure that you feel confident
even better. oothe themselves: it is forboth ourand in control when faced with
Simportant for your child LevelOne  many first aid situations.
leep triggers: thisisup to  to learn how to fall asleep '?'Cv(:) If:?:/;l Aid
you to create but a good on their own, once cosy and courses for Parents.
tried and tested way is bath, secure in their bed or cot. Your Level One is being held on
breast, bottle or feeder cup, child will steadily learn how to Saturday 25th September at our
story and bed. Watching TV do this for themselves which
and DVDs can be counter may incorporate a choice of
productive in this winding down comforter or soother.

BATH

11 Margarets Buildings, Off Brock St, Bath, BA1 2LP

Childcare will be available at
these events if you pre-book
Lounge Restaurant situated between the Royal Crescent and The Circus. at a cost of £10 per child.
A Bistro feel during the day, serving Home-made Soups, Quality Salads, Tartlets,

Risottos, Sandwiches and Burgers.
Transforming in the evening to a Chic Restaurant offering the Best in

Contemporary British Cuisine, Cooked to Perfection by our Award Winning
Chefs. Our Attentive Staff create a Relaxed Atmosphere and make it the ideal

Setting for any Occasion.
Also serving Traditional English Brunches Saturday and Sunday Mornings.

TWO FOR ONE ON ALL
MAIN MEALS SUN - THURS AFTER 5PM

for bookings, opening times, menus and map:

www.limeloungebath.co.uk 01225421251

the tramshed, beehive yard
bath, bal 5bd tel: 01225 421200

Corsham nursery and Level Two
will be on Saturday 13th October
at our Weston nursery. You

time. must have completed Level One hours. To reserve a place or to

Places are £30 per head and
each course lasts for three

h h Each month Francesca will
a a ame p|ace to sleep: itis answer a selection of questions
bar & grill Simportant for your child to  You may have about your child’s

health that will give you advice
when caring for your child.

before starting Level Two. learn more about what training
These courses are a fantastic ~ the courses cover please visit
way for parents to learn a basic ~ wWww.snapdragonsnursery.

associate sleep with a bed or knowledge of First Aid to help com/first-aid

www.hahaonline.co.uk

*One child per dining adult, who must purchase a main meal from our main menu.
See menu for details.
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Katie Adams

Take us through your career with Snapdragons.

Thespotlight

As manager of the Corsham nursery, Katie Adams has overseen their
transformation into an Ofsted-declared outstanding nursery in July this
year. Coupled with her recent marriage to Rowan, 2010 is shaping up
to be Katie’s best year yet.

How long have you been working for Snapdragons?
Nine years, even though I’'m only allowed the six year plus badge [on the staff

board]!

| started as a student on my last placement at Grosvenor where |
then got a job working in the Baby Room. Once the Weston nursery
opened in 2003 | became Head of 1 - 2 years and after a couple

of years | was promoted to senior nursery nurse. | then covered
maternity leave for one of the managers which eventually led to me

taking the post full-time.

After a couple of years managing at Weston | got the opportunity to
manage the Corsham nursery and have since become a Governor
at Corsham Primary School and was also managing our Broadwood

site in its infancy.

What has been the high point of your time
here?

| have enjoyed working my way up
through the company and have been very
pleased to make my way to manager

but | have to admit that the highest point
was getting an outstanding in our recent
Ofsted report.

What saying do you use the most?
“To be honest with you.’

What part did you play in your school play?
| was Mary in the nativity.

What were you at school?

What is your
song of choice
for karaoke?
I’'m afraid
karaoke and |
don’t mix so |
wouldn’t want
to put anyone
through it!
However my
friend and |
have been
known to sing
along to the

! Dirty Dancing
album!

Believe it or not, | was one of the quiet ones as well as Senior

Prefect & Peer
Counsellor.

What film have
you seen the
most?

I've got a few
girly ones |
enjoy but I'd
say Grease.

If you were
stuck in a lift
with a celebrity,
who would you
choose?

Gerard Butler would be nice.

What’s the most expensive thing that
you've bought and how much did you pay
for it?

My car. | don’t think | need to say how
much but let’s just say that I'm still paying
it off and will be for some time.

How do you like your eggs?
Runny in the middle to dip toast or chips
into.

What'’s the best thing you’ve taken from a hotel?
Bit boring maybe but a pair of slippers.

What'’s your signature dish?
Pasta, chicken & lemon (depends if I'm on Weight Watchers or not!)

What one thing can you do better than anyone else you know?
Depends on who you ask but laughing is probably the thing | am

best at.

What would be your specialist subject?
My husband would probably say it would be ‘TV soaps’.

Do you have a nickname?

I'd say ‘Miss Sacco [my maiden name]’ to my friends but I'm sure
there are plenty of others that | just don’t get to hear.

What is the meaning of life?
To live it to the full and enjoy it as we only have one.

Katie was interviewed in July 2010.

To submit your own question for next issue’s staff interview, send it in to us at questions @snapdragonsnursery.com
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Selected questions will win a prize

Staffnews

Our latest employee
news from all of our
nurseries.

Support us on our Midnight Walk for Dorothy House Hospice on the 11th September. Look out for sponsorship forms soon!

Employee pregnancy announcements

Gemma Fobbester, Weston, due September 2010
Sophie Joss, Weston, due September 2010

Sarah Plumb, Weston, due October 2010

Natalie Smith, Weston, due January 2011

01Jo Field, Corsham, due February 2011 with twins
Kate Bolwell, Corsham, due February 2011 with twins
Kelli Rule, Weston, due March 2011

BIRTHS

Coo, coo

Lily Ingham, Grosvenor, Charlie born 24th July 2010,
weighing 7lb 40z

MARRIAGES

Just engaged or just married

Anna Horwood, Melksham, married on August 21st
02Ashleigh Shackleton, Weston, to marry 25th
September

GRADUATES

Recently qualified

03Elizabeth Maddison, Weston, Early Years Professional

Status

Kerrie Charlton, Weston, Early Years Professional Status

Hayley Gould, Weston, NVQ Level 3 in Childcare
Nicola Hudd, Weston, NVQ Level 2 in Childcare

Jon Book, Weston, CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Playwork

Nichola Crook, Melksham, NVQ Level 2 in Childcare
Kirsty Brooking, Melksham, NVQ Level 2 in Childcare
04Louisa Deven, Grosvenor, NVQ Level 3 in Childcare

Corsham
Pound Pill,
Corsham,
Wiltshire,
SN13 9YW

01249 714060

Weston
Henley Lodge,
Weston Road,
Bath, BA1 2XT
01225 426255

Grosvenor
4 Grosvenor
Place, Bath,

BA1 6AX

01225 483660

Broadwood
Broadwood

Avenue, Corsham,

SN13 0LX
01225 811515

Atworth
43 Bath Road,
Atworth, Wiltshire,
SN12 8JW
01225 707009

Melksham
3 St Margaret’s
Gardens,
Melksham,
Wiltshire,
SN12 7BT
01225 899488

SIN00000777/

Magazine Staff
Chief Design
Architect
James Collard
Contributing
Editor
Mary Llewellin

Chloe Saunders recently returned to work at
Snapdragons Weston after a brief placement at
another nursery setting and is loving being back
with her friends and family.

| first started working at Snapdragons in 2007
when | was just sixteen and over my first year
working in the Baby Room | started to learn how
the nursery industry works from some of the best
staff in the business.

It was only when | turned seventeen that | was
able to take up a full-time role in the room and
take on key children, a position that | had been
craving and to have the responsibility of being
an integral member of the team made me very
proud.

| started to develop strong relationships with
all my key families and was always excited to
come in each week knowing that | was going to
work with some fantastic children and colleagues.
Watching the children grow up into toddlers was a
real highlight of my time at the nursery and it has
been wonderful to see how they have grown now
that | am back and working in and around the
older age groups.

Going to work at another local nursery was one
of the hardest decisions of my career so far but
after working there for a few months | realised
that my heart was still at Snapdragons and | was
delighted to be given the opportunity to return to
work at Weston and see the children that | had
looked after for so many years.

Come September | will be working three days
a week as | will be attending college, studying
midwifery, a subject | have been interested in and
look forward to my time at Snapdragons.

Mikaela Connor, Grosvenor, NVQ Level 2 in Childcare
Stacey Swinburn, Grosvenor, NVQ Level 3 in Childcare
Louise Russell, Grosvenor, NVQ Level 3 in Childcare

PROMOTIONS

Moving on up

Louisa Deven, Grosvenor, Deputy of Pre-School as of 1st

September

Next issue we will be including a ‘Letters to Rose’ section where you can send in questions to Rosemary Collard, the
company director. Send them in to questions @snapdragonsnursery.com
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Quiztime

Complete the wordsearch below and send it back in to the address below to try and win
a delicious prize from The Lime Lounge restaurant in Bath.

Just circle the word in the options below that does not appear in the wordsearch to be in
with a chance to win!

A

O N X

— 4 >»> C O >» 1 O —

O nwnwcc =z O

Q B V F
C AW Z
B B E E
T 1 SY
R E T H
N S O G
C I NK
F E G F
| B F S
T T J N
R KV A
H K H P
S A CD
A G O R
N G R A
X D S G
Z B H O
A H A N
Z L M S
E S RV

r - T -NXO<C>POmTM<MCoesSZ <T@

4 < =20 T ZZ2 7T 43 <

m IV <O »mw T sSZ

T >» I W O « U X

A MGG T I N T I

A L A
V V. S
| N D
H A D
Q K F
P B K
H C B
Z D E
B R V
G N H
ORT
X VY
J O |
M E L
O S C
D U |
D K B
R B W
K U V
R O S

L HHB I EQGZC
T SV LDNI VT
O A ABAZCE F S
DI WV UJFC X
D KOJMI CKG
L KNJSYRTJ
E KDEODYFD
R B EMF Z QG C
S YROSWRXD
R R L UTSROQ
H B ATEWPORYV
FANSUDWP C S
M KDTDARWAQ
K S HAMDEYW
EQONRMHS I V
VR DDETU CNH
B DEI HJ HVD
WJ KNRI1 OUR
CNJGTFOUWU
VE NORCULLY

SNAPDRAGONS
WESTON
OUTSTANDING
OFSTED

CORSHAM

WONDERLAND
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D

send your completed wordsearch with the missing word circled to:

43 Bath Road, Atworth, Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 8JW



