
The nursery magazine
We take a look back at some of our best 

memories from the past months and to what lies 
ahead in 2014 at Snapdragons Nursery.

www.snapdragonsnursery.com

Issue 8 January 2014



T he Old Chapel is Grade II listed and has a rich place in local history having been built in 
the 1840s for the soldiers of the Gloucestershire Regiment based at the Horfield Barracks 
on the same site for 100 years. When the barracks closed in 1966, the Old Chapel was 

spared and has been used until recently as offices. 
Now work is underway to transform the building into a beautiful and inspiring space 

for around 100 nursery children. Spread over three floors, the nursery will offer a 

welcoming environment for children to play and learn, quiet spaces to relax, fascinating 

outdoor play areas and a purpose-designed children’s kitchen where children can learn 

to cook and explore healthy food choices.

Work is ongoing over the spring and and the doors will open to new families later 

this summer. For more information on Snapdragons Nurseries and to keep up to date on 

developments at The Old Chapel, visit snapdragonsnursery.com/horfield or call 07597 

506769 and speak to Mary.

We’re very excited to announce that we will be extending to Bristol 
this year when we open our eighth nursery in 2014. 

The Old Chapel, Horfield
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Our partnership with the 

outstanding Corsham Primary 

Academy gives us access 

to some of the very best 

facilities in the area including 

this amazing 4D immersive 

technology suite. With 

surround sound and vision 

children can experience 

historical events, cityscapes, 

landscapes, tropical jungles, 

all at the touch of a button. 

We certainly enjoyed our first 

visit and look forward to more 

experiences!

I t was just another Messy Monday at Corsham when the children enjoyed a whole day of messy 
activities, including giant outdoor painting, clay work, jelly fun and cornflour gloop that kept 
the children engaged for hours.

Being allowed to get messy and being given time to explore different materials in a 

variety of ways stimulates the imaginations and creativity of young children as well as 

supporting early writing skills and helping develop their fine and gross motor skills. 

Parents were given special warning before this messy day, but it’s always best to 

send your children in to nursery in comfortable, old clothes anyway. Even though we 

supply aprons for cooking and painting, getting the most out of learning and having fun 

can be a messy business.

Exploring 
the fourth 
dimension

Just another day at nursery
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Peppa Pig  was invited to tea at our Wiltshire 

nurseries to the amazement and delight of the 

children. We would like to thank Peppa for being 

such a charming guest and look forward to 

seeing her again soon. We would also like to take 

this opportunity to refute claims by some After 

School children that she was a person dressed 

up in a costume and not a proper pig.

Magician Jack Stephens added a bit of seasonal 

sparkle at Broadwood’s Christmas party with 

his hilarious magic show that had the children 

gripped.

They watched in amazement as Rudolph’s 

nose changed colour and Santa popped out of 

the chimney as if from nowhere! We hope that 

Jack can come and visit us again soon!

Dress up days are always popular and we had some 

great pirates and parrots at Corsham on Talk Like 

a Pirate Day. By the way, what’s a pirate’s favourite 

fairy tale? Rum-blestiltskin!

A very famous pig And that’s magic!

Pirates ahoy



Snapdragons Melksham 

marked Road Safety 

Week with a special road 

awareness Pyjama Drama 

session and a visit from 

Chris, their community 

policeman, who took the 

children on a walk and 

talked to them about safe 

behaviour near traffic.

Staff are continuing to 

reinforce the message with 

the children every time they 

go out and about.

Snapdragons Atworth returned to Castle 

Combe Race Circuit for some seriously 

competitive driving events involving 

scooters, trikes, bikes and pedal cars and 

a medal ceremony on the podium. Thanks 

again Tasha and Ed Moore for inviting us. 

You can find out more about the events 

and race days on 

www.castlecombecircuit.co.uk

Help 
from our 
friends

The need for 
speed
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A member of our Grosvenor team recently took an extra step.

C ongratulations to PC Amy Lloyd who has become our first serving police officer on 
the Snapdragons staff. Amy became a Special Police Constable with Wiltshire Police 
based in Swindon after completing the six month training course during evenings and 

weekends, while still working at the nursery.
As a Special Police Constable, Amy undertakes many of the same roles as the regular 

police but on a voluntary basis, contributing a minimum of 16 hours voluntary service 

a month which she does on the weekends. Amy says the other staff have been really 

supportive, helping out by changing shifts to let her attend training.

Although she’s told the children about her other job she doesn’t think they really 

believe her – maybe now they’ve seen her in her uniform they’ll take it more seriously!

Alarm bells were ringing at Snapdragons 

Grosvenor when a fire engine rolled up 

outside, but it was just more fun for the 

children with a visit from Avon and Somerset 

Fire Brigade. What an amazing time they 

had squirting water across Grosvenor Place, 

putting out imaginary fires! No doubt that will 

have inspired a whole generation of future fire 

fighters.

Tackling the 
flames

Sirens wailing
A member of our Grosvenor team recently took an extra step.
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The Nativities 2013
After hosting some of our best nativity shows ever, we are delighted 
to bring you this four-page pullout, displaying some of our favourite 

photos from the shows! You can find the rest on our website.









Finding our 
roots

Kicking 
off with 
Bath 
City FC

Understanding where food comes from and how it is 

grown and produced is top of the list when it comes to 

teaching children about healthy eating. As well as trips 

to Warleigh Lodge and Bath City Farms, we have also 

visited local garden centres to find out more. Here 

the children from Atworth are finding out more about 

growing plants from seeds and selecting the best cuts 

of meat at Lowden Garden Centre. 

T he children were 
excited to be given 
the opportunity 

to visit Mayday Trust Park 
recently, the home of Bath 
City Football Club.

Snapdragons maintains close links with the club and it was fantastic to give the children the chance to take 

some footballs down to the ground and play on a real pitch. In a five-a-side game of Weston versus Grosvenor, 

the battle was fierce and competitive and there was nothing to tell them apart. At least for now anyway. We will 

be visiting again in the spring to have another go at bursting the nets of the ground.
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Our fundraising in 2013
T his year with your help we’ve raised funds for a wide range of good causes, some local and some 

much further afield. We believe it’s never too early to start developing a child’s sense of empathy 
and compassion for people who need help; our children have baked, dressed-up and toddled 

throughout the year for a variety of charities. The staff teams have been incredibly brave and generous 
with their time too as they’ve undertaken some pretty “hair-razoring” stunts.

1. Charity Takeaways - Children’s Hospice South West

2. Sponsored camp-out - Haiyan Typhoon Appeal, Disasters 

Emergency Committee

3. Bath Half Marathon - CLIC Sargent, Forever Friends (RUH Cancer 

Care), Wiltshire Air Ambulance

4. Red Nose Day

5. Leg waxing & head shave - Children In Need

6. Rainbow Run - Children’s Hospice South West

7. Big Ted’s Day Out - Forever Friends (RUH Cancer Care)

Over £2000 raised during 2013!
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Weekly flashbacks

FIRST AID TRAINING FOR PARENTS
A few years ago we ran some first aid training for 

parents of Snapdragons which were a huge success. 

We have decided to bring this back in 2014 and will be 

running courses tailored to helping you care for your 

child in emergencies at home. The courses will cover 

all of the basic first aid requirements including CPR, 

choking, asthma, allergies and more. To sign up for the 

spring courses, visit our website at  

www.snapdragonsnursery.com/firstaid

LETTERS FROM THE QUEEN
Broadwood Holiday Club built a model of London 

including buildings, the Underground and the 

famous bridges and sent photos of it to the Queen. 

They received a letter back from the palace, saying: 

“Thank you very much for your letter and pictures. 

Her majesty was pleased to hear how much you 

all enjoyed this project.” They also received some 

information leaflets that the children could read, telling 

them what the Queen gets up to in her day-to-day life.

F or the last six months we have been bringing you the news from some of our nurseries, in 
the form of our weekly Five Days videos at Grosvenor and our Snapshot series at Weston & 
Keynsham, which have proved immensely popular with parents.

Because of that, after a trial period in the Autumn, we are now planning to roll this out in 

Wiltshire too. From January you will all be able to tune in every week or fortnight to get a 

“Snapshot” of your child’s nursery news. 

Our weekly videos have proved a hit and will be returning...

JANUARY 2014 SNAPDRAGONS      13

The STory



Our awards
At the national Nursery World Awards 2013 in 

London, Lyndsey Tanner, Snapdragons Grosvenor, 

won the coveted Nursery Manager of the Year 

award and Snapdragons was runner-up with Highly 

Commended in the Nursery Chain category.

Two months later we were back in London again 

at the Nursery Management Today Awards 2013 

where we were finalists for Nursery Group of the 

year. It wasn’t our year and we just missed out on 

the top place, but we’re proud to be up there with 

the best.

We retained our Food for Life gold catering mark 

gaining an even higher score than last year at our 

inspection by the Soil Association in November. 

We’re one of only eight nursery companies in the 

UK who have a gold catering mark which rewards 

our approach to ethical and environmentally 

friendly food, locally sourced ingredients and 

healthier menus. 

The company tales
We have been really active over 2013 and managed to take home plenty of 
awards in the process as well as contribute to many other projects in the area.

Early Years conference, London
In June we participated in an Early Years 

Conference in Westminster where we shared 

the platform with Tim Oates, Chair of the 

National Curriculum Review and Jane Friswell, 

Lead SEND Consultant of NASEN. We were 

invited to speak about our approach to 

improving early years provision, particularly in 

relation to ICT.

Capita Conference
At the America Square Conference 

Centre in October, Rosemary addressed an 

audience of fellow early years professionals 

at a national conference on Early Years 

Inspections. We were invited, as a provider 

of Ofsted Outstanding childcare, to share our 

approach to encouraging healthy lifestyles, 

particularly in relation to Ofsted inspections.

Lyndsey Tanner - Manager of the Year

Baking bread for Food For Life
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Testing iPad apps
We were asked to try 

out an educational iPad 

app which was invented 

by a Danish primary 

school teacher and 

developed in conjunction 

with scientific researchers 

from the Danish School of 

Education. “WriteReader” 

is already the best-selling 

iPad app in Denmark and 

now it’s being launched in 

the UK. 

International visit from Norlands
We encourage students studying childcare to undertake practical placements with us to support the 

theoretical knowledge they gain whilst at college. Usually these are local students, but at our Keynsham nursery 

we hosted a small contingent of Norland Summer School students from Japan and it was fascinating to share 

opinions and gain insights into the differences between childcare here and in Japan. 

The Japanese students were 

impressed by the extensive 

nursery vegetable plot and the 

way our children are involved in 

planting, growing, cooking and 

eating healthy food. 

Aiding book publishers
Earlier in 2013 we were 

contacted by a publishing 

consultant for Red Lemon Press, a 

subsidiary of Swedish media giant 

Bonnier, who are developing 

a new range of books for pre 

school children. After sixteen 

years of reading with young 

children we have developed a 

pretty sound feeling for the type 

of books both children and adults 

will enjoy!

In the Guardian
In November we were visited by Paula Cocozza, a writer and editor at The Guardian newspaper, who was 

researching a long piece on the educative possibilities of iPads for children. Paula wanted to see our iPads in 

operation and spent the morning with a group of children at Grosvenor as they demonstrated their amazing ICT 

skills both inside the nursery and out in the garden. The full article has now been published by The Guardian 

and you can view it on their website at www.theguardian.co.uk under “Potty for iPads”.

Testing “WriteReader”

Norland students visit from Japan
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January February

Mar Apr & May

21st - Muddy day (Grosvenor)

27th - Fortune cookie workshop (Corsham)

29th - Chinese New Year Dragon & music show 

(Broadwood)

30th - Chinese banquet (Corsham)

31st - Charity Chinese takeaway (Keynsham), Chinese 

New Year parade (Grosvenor)

TBC - Trip to Horseworld (Grosvenor)

7th - 23rd - Winter Olympics (Corsham)

14th - Love bug disco (Corsham), Valentines tea 

(Grosvenor)

17th (Melksham), 18th (Corsham), 19th (Broadwood), 

20th (Atworth) - Gruffalo visits

26th - Stay & Play session (Grosvenor)

27th - Mothers’ Day tea party (Atworth), Mothers’ Day 

breakfast (Broadwood), high tea (Melksham)

14th April - National Gardening Week (Weston)

17th April - Easter bonnet parade (Corsham), Easter 

egg hunt (Melksham & Grosvenor)

4th May - Get Walking Week (Weston)

Concept Photography (Spring)

You will be able to bring in your children on the following dates for some beautiful portrait shots. If your child 

does not attend usually on the day then please arrange an appointment with your nursery.

Atworth - 15th May, Broadwood - 13th March, Corsham - TBC, Grosvenor - 4th June, Keynsham - 22nd April, 

Melksham - 18th June, Weston - TBC

Easter celebrations incoming

As a result of our parent questionnaire last year, some of you expressed a wish to contribute articles to our 

magazine. If you would like to do so then please contact Mary at events@snapdragonsnursery.com. Equally, if 

you would like to place an advertisement for your business then please let her know.
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