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4. Chillfest

Our annual Chillfest festival was another 

massive success with some amazing 

musical guests.

5. Outstanding again

Snapdragons receive two more 

outstanding ratings from Ofsted!

9. Trips to the farm

The nurseries have all had a fantastic time at 

Warleigh Lodge.

12. Thinking about maths

We look at activities that encourage 

children of all ages to develop their maths 

skills - try some at home!

16. Post-natal depression

Learn about this common problem and 

what you can do to cope with it.

18. Beef & prune casserole

Our delicious new recipe will have your 

children clamouring for seconds!

20. Team Time

Some of the stories about the company 

and our involvement in other areas.

22. Casino Night

Photos from our exciting employee event!



Star Spangled Snappies

The Chill in Brazil
Scorchio! That’s the only word for it. What an amazing day we had at Chillfest, with 
more of you than ever coming to join the fun in the summer sunshine.

The 4th of July inspired a topical visit 

to The American Museum in Bath where 

the children inspected the native American 

teepee, George Washington’s beautiful 

garden and unfurled the Stars and Stripes 

on the lawn.

Well, I guess after nearly 250 years 

it’s time we forgave our trans-atlantic 

cousins and helped them celebrate their 

independence from us!

W e couldn’t resist going with a World Cup theme this year, but with great foresight decided not to major on the 
England team, instead choosing to celebrate the host nation, Brazil.

Vicky and her team at In2Sport did a great job teaching soccer skills to even the tiniest toddlers 

on an impressive inflatable soccer pitch.

Jamma de Samba set the scene with some sizzling Brazilian rhythms and the children enjoyed making 

carnival costumes and instruments so they could join in a wonderful procession and dance finale. On top of 

all that, we dined on gourmet Brazilian barbecue food, cooked for us by Raquel and her team with their usual 

passion for fine dining. What a fabulous day!
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I t was with very mixed emotions that we said goodbye to 
our 2014 pre-school leavers as they left us to head off to 
big school.

July is always an enjoyable whirl of graduation 

ceremonies, parties and leavers’ trips, but it’s such 

a sad time for us as we lose another generation of 

funny, talented, characterful, loving and much-loved 

Snapdragons graduates.

We know that they will thrive and grow in this next 

stage of their education, helped, we hope, by the skills 

and confidence they’ve gained during their time with 

us. Good luck all of you, we’ll miss you!

You can watch all of the graduation videos and see 

the photos on our website!

We’re absolutely delighted that, following recent 

inspections by Ofsted, both Snapdragons Corsham 

and Atworth have been judged “Outstanding” in all 

areas.

Since 2012 Ofsted has operated within a revised 

framework which has made the inspection process 

even more rigorous for providers, so this is a 

wonderful achievement and we are exceptionally 

proud of the staff, children and parents at Corsham 

and Atworth for the part they have all played in getting 

these judgements. The full reports are available on our 

website.

Off to big school

Twice outstanding!

It comes around every year but that doesn’t make it any easier as we said 
goodbye to a record number of Snapdragons’ pre-schoolers this summer.
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O ur toddlers at Weston made use of the wonderful 
Toddler Trail at the National Trust’s Dyrham Park 
with weekly visits during May and June.

They went on the Snapdragons’ mini bus then 

transferred to the park’s shuttle bus to get down to the 

house through the deer park.

There was lots to see: they made hedgehogs with 

straw and found out about habitats by following animal 

footprints to match different animals to their homes. 

What a lovely way to learn about shape, colour and 

numbers while playing outside.

Deer old Dyrham Park

Come on baby, light my fire

When we found out about the special toddler days going on just up the road, we 
couldn’t resist taking a trip to see for ourselves.

We were recently lucky enough to have three visits from the local fire brigades, 
who came to teach the children what a fire fighter does.

We’ve had the lovely Wiltshire and Avon & Somerset fire crews out 

to visit again, this time at Broadwood, Corsham and Grosvenor. The 

children loved climbing on board real fire engines and meeting the 

brave crews who help to protect us and our homes. We also picked 

up a few tips on safety around fire and best of all the children got to 

have a go with the water hoses. Thanks to both crews for taking the 

time to come and see us.

Takeaway at Keynsham
Keynsham held another of their popular charity 

takeaways in aid of Children's Hospice South West, 

raising an amazing £430. Raquel's Thai menu 

had everyone in raptures with some very gushing 

reviews. We'd like to say a huge “thank you” to 
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Animal magic
We’re big animal lovers at Snapdragons and so really enjoy any opportunity to get 
hands-on with them, as you can see in these latest stories.

Meanwhile, the children at Grosvenor were fascinated when 

Zoolab came to visit with a little collection of creepy crawlies including 

a snake, a stick insect and a hermit crab.

The only visitor who wasn’t allowed out to play was the tarantula 

who is just a little bit too dangerous to meddle with, although lots of 

the children were 

keen to have a stroke!

We had the egg 

incubator back at 

Grosvenor this year 

too and the children 

waited patiently, 

checking daily for 

signs of cracks, before 

being rewarded with 

the sight of six little 

fluffy chicks pecking 

their way out of their 

shells and starting to 

totter around on tiny 

legs. Wonderful!

A big thank you to Melksham parent, 

Jo Long, and some of her students from 

Lackham College, who brought in a 

lovely selection of little animals for the 

children to meet. They were introduced 

to a corn snake, a hedgehog, a 

bearded dragon and, best of all, a litter 

of five baby rabbits on their first outing 

without their mum. The rabbits were so 

young they didn’t even have names, so 

the children were given the honour of 

naming them. So, welcome to the world 

Cottontail, Flopsy, Blue, Rosie and 

Rabbity!

our suppliers Newton Farm and Lovejoys Fruit and 

Vegetables who very kindly give us reduced rates 

or even free produce for these takeaways to help us 

raise as much as possible.

The next takeaway is scheduled for Friday, October 

3rd and, due to popular request, it’s Thai again.
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In our last edition we featured our efforts to 

make our mums feel special on Mothers’ Day and 

we promised we’d be cooking up some man-sized 

treats for Fathers’ Day in June. So what happened? 

Well, here goes: an Indian takeaway at Broadwood, a 

barbecue at Atworth, a “dress-like-dad” day and bacon 

butties at Corsham, muffins at Keynsham, stay and 

play at Melksham, bacon butty breakfast at Grosvenor 

and a party in the garden featuring a very manly tug-

of-war at Weston! Happy Father’s Day!

To our daddies

Poems to remember

After the fun we had celebrating our mummies before, we couldn’t miss out our 
daddies.

Holiday Club help compose a unique poem to remember the soldiers of World 
War 1 in the Bath commemorations.

In August, the centenary of 

the outbreak of World War 1, 

children at Weston took part in a 

remembrance event organised 

by Bath & North East Somerset 

Council which consisted of music, 

poetry and readings by local 

people. Our holiday club children 

worked collaboratively with poet, 

Sara-Jane Arbury, who talked to 

them and listened to their thoughts 

and conversations, then used their 

words to compose a poem which 

was read at the event.
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Down on the farm
We took another trip to Warleigh Lodge farm this year with all our nurseries to find 
the animals as friendly as ever!

BEACHY BOPPERS
Making the most of the long, lazy summer days of 

August, both Melksham and Broadwood brought 

the seaside to their nurseries with themed beach 

days. There were sandcastles, paddling pools, 

beach balls, rock pools and face painting. We 

found that strips of green parachute silk make 

great seaweed for that authentic seaside feeling. 

For lunch, as a special treat, there was fish and 

chips followed by ice cream cones and, luckily, no 

seagulls!

O ur springtime visits to Warleigh Lodge Farm in April and May were magical as usual. 
This year we were pretty lucky with the weather and mostly enjoyed warm sunshine 
with just a few showers.

Warleigh Lodge, which nestles on the edge of a valley on the eastern fringes of Bath, 

is owned by farmers Rosemary and Julian who were our wonderfully patient guides and 

hosts. It’s a mixed farm with sheep, goats, cattle, pigs, chickens and even donkeys, so 

there are lots of jobs to be done and the children loved getting stuck in: feeding lambs, 

collecting eggs, mucking out the pigs and inspecting the cattle from the safety of a 

trailer pulled by Julian’s tractor.
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K eynsham’s mini village fete proved a great 
success with some inventive interpretations 
of some time-honoured old favourites.

There was a doggy agility course for toy 

dogs, which involved ladders, cones and 

tunnels; a flower arranging stall where the 

children let their creativity loose with wild 

flowers and oasis; a coconut shy; hook a duck 

and of course a traditional tea in the marquee.

Thanks to Raquel for a delicious spread of 

home-made sausage rolls, mini quiches and 

strawberries and cream. There was also a stall 

selling Raquel’s hidden vegetable bread and 

cakes donated by parents and staff, in aid of 

Children’s Hospice South West, raising £108.

Wimbledon day at Snapdragons Corsham marked the first 

day of the annual tennis tournament with all kinds of tennis 

related activities including some energetic rounds of mini 

tennis. And, of course, in true Wimbledon style, everyone had 

strawberries and cream to round off the day.

Love it or hate it, there was no getting away from the World 

Cup this summer so we helped to celebrate with football 

(of course!) and a whistle-stop tour of world cuisine with a 

different dish from a different country each day. Brazilian 

bauru - beef, mozarella and tomato in a crusty roll went down 

a treat! 

At Weston the global theme was extended and the 

children took part in activities as diverse as Japanese 

handwriting techniques and creating Greek wreaths.

At Broadwood the children 

held a tournament on the 

school field, while sporting 

their favourite team’s strip, 

with Lia representing her 

home team – Argentina! 

Melksham children, too, 

enjoyed some football 

matches and Emma organised 

a sweepstake which was won 

by Rico and Lacey!

Sports stuff

The winner takes it all
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The revolution of food
In May, our Weston children joined in Jamie Oliver’s 

Food Revolution Day, a global day of action to keep 

cooking skills alive and celebrate the importance of 

cooking good food from scratch. Each room made 

a dish starting with the raw ingredients, including 

fruit salads, smoothies, home-made beef burgers 

and Chinese noodles which were all delicious. They 

finished with a trip across the car park to visit James’ 

chickens and help collect the eggs.

Atworth’s chilly party
Atworth manager, Alison, organised a Frozen party 

for SANDS, after a member of her extended family 

lost their baby, Sebastian, who was stillborn. SANDS 

supports those affected by a baby’s death and 

promotes research to reduce the loss of babies’ 

lives. The party raised £72 and Alison is also 

planning a sponsored swim, so if anyone would like 

to sponsor her then send her an email at alison@

snapdragonsnursery.com for more details.

Barnardos Big Toddle
The children at Corsham toddled their way to a very 

impressive £575 donation to Barnardo’s children’s 

charity in July. Following this year’s “space” theme, 

they dressed-up and moonwalked their way round 

the school field to earn sponsorship money from their 

friends and families. The Corsham nursery staff and 

children have been loyal supporters of this charity for 

many years raising over £5000 in total which is an 

incredible achievement! Well done Corsham!

The police visit Grosvenor 
The police are a familiar sight at Grosvenor, but for all 

the right reasons! Dave, our friendly community police 

officer regularly drops in to see how we’re doing and 

to show the children the friendly face of the law.

Dave brought his van into the nursery garden and the 

children had a great time using the radio, pretending 

to drive and putting on the flashing blue lights, but 

they had to stand back with hands on ears when Dave 

demonstrated the siren.
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maths!
At Snapdragons we develop each child’s understanding of mathematics through play 

and meaningful daily experiences that make personal sense to them. 
We understand that “maths is everywhere” and therefore use a broad 

range of opportunities to enable children to explore mathematical ideas and extend 

their growing concepts and understanding. 

We provide mathematically rich environments both indoors and outdoors, in 

which children can experience learning opportunities that meet their individual 

needs and interests. 

A vital element of this environment is the role of the adult. Children learn most 

effectively with the support of practitioners who “see” the mathematics in their play. 

Each Key Person helps the children to develop positive attitudes. Mathematics 

is less visible than literacy – children see adults reading and writing but using 

numbers and mathematical concepts is less obvious. Therefore we need to value 

the way we use mathematics in our everyday lives and model these mathematical 

skills to our children. 

Children need opportunity to experience mathematical ideas in a purposeful 

way. It is essential that practical opportunities are available on a regular basis within 

one to one or small group activities and throughout the play environment. 

We use mathematical language and encourage the children to use it too. 

Questions and discussion are encouraged. Children’s own ideas are valued and we 

help them to develop their thinking further. 

So, whether we are singing number rhymes, exploring quantities through 

cooking, sand or water play, discovering properties of shape and space through 

building with blocks, or solving simple everyday problems such as counting how 

many cups we need at snack time, we are learning that maths is everywhere, and 

maths is fun!

Thinking about

Catherine Bond
BA Hons Early Years Eduction, Early Years Teacher
Snapdragons Advisory Teacher
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It might feel too soon to talk about maths when children are 
still babies, however, early exploration and investigation set 
the foundations for mathematical concepts. 
Babies do not need elaborate shape, colour or number 

themed toys, but instead engaged adults, who use the child’s 

interests to explore simple concepts of sorting, stacking and 

counting. 

Gather small groups of natural or every day objects such 

as wooden spoons, chunky bangles, metal jar tops and small 

pieces of fabric and give your baby the time and space to 

explore them using all of their senses. Children need to 

be able to touch, see, mouth, balance, tap, link and stack 

objects to begin to understand shape, size, weight and 

number.

In nursery we find nappy changing time is a great 

opportunity to engage babies in simple number songs and 

finger rhymes. Babies love to watch our hands move and 

listen to our voices as we use repetition to reinforce their 

learning. Try building counting songs and rhymes like “One, 

two buckle my shoe” into your everyday routines.

Emily Harris
BA Hons Early Childhood Studies
Deputy Manager & Head of 0-3s, Keynsham

Alice Hill
NVQ3
Deputy Manager & Head of Toddlers, 
Atworth

Maths to a two year old is all about finding out 
and exploring! Giving toddlers the opportunity to 
discover shape, size and quantity encourages them to 

experiment, create their own ideas and solve problems. 
I set out an activity for the children using containers 

of different coloured water and a variety of jugs, cups 
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“more”, “less”, “may I have two cups?”, etc. We added 

some natural objects to the water, counting as we 

added each one. When we put the objects in, some 

sank to the bottom and some remained afloat. This 

was great for introducing adding and subtracting, as 

I encouraged the children to notice the change in 

quantity and to count how many had gone.

Another activity I set out was for categorising 

objects. I used different sized pompoms and 

encouraged the children to sort them into the correct 

coloured tube. To demonstrate comparative and 

positional language, we talked about whether they 

were bigger or smaller, under or over the tube, in 

or out, etc, giving the children time to explore and 

develop their own understanding of the terms. Once 

our pompoms had all disappeared, we took away the 

tubes and counted how many we had! By pointing 

to each pompom and counting as we did so, we 

demonstrated how a number name represents an 

amount of objects. 

Maths skills in pre-school are practised during fun 
games and activities such as during number rhymes, 
playing ‘What’s the time Mr Wolf?’ or going on a 

number or shape hunt in the local environment or even 
whilst playing on the bikes in the garden

(and if you’re wondering about the maths in riding a 

bike, just think about speed, distance, balance, wheels 

etc - it’s all maths!). 

In the activity shown here, we went outside armed 

with rulers and tape measures to investigate some 

of the natural objects we found. We all went to find 

some twigs then compared their sizes using words like 

“longer”, “shorter”, thicker”, “thinner” and “smallest”. 

Then we used the rulers to check our results – the 

longer the twig, the higher the number on the ruler (or 

number line).

We collected an assortment of leaves and used 

them for counting, adding and subtracting. Then we 

sorted them into groups of different shapes and made 

patterns before arranging them in ascending size 

order.

So wherever you are inside or outside, there’s 

always an opportunity to bring a little maths into your 

life!

Kelly Cover
BA Hons Early Childhood Studies
Early Years Teacher, Corsham

and pots to fill up and empty. This gave them the 

opportunity to measure the weight of the water and 

the capacity of the containers. I talked to the children, 

asking them questions as they were playing, using 

quantity and number language like “how many”, 
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W hilst coping with the physical changes in pregnancy, birth and beyond, emotional 
health is important too. Around 1 in 10 women experience mental health problems 
during pregnancy and the first year after childbirth. Depression is the most prevalent 

and anxiety is also very common. 
Post traumatic stress disorder and mental health problems which result from 

childhood trauma can recur or worsen during pregnancy and after childbirth, and is 

estimated to occur in approximately 3% of women after birth.

There can be difficulty in recognising when symptoms are illness and not just a 

temporary failure to cope. Partners are not only a source of support, but can also 

be the first to recognise illness. Many women feel that the main cause is isolation or 

unachievable expectations of motherhood. Financial pressures and relationship problems can make things 

worse, as can a traumatic birth.

Women may have mixed emotions about their pregnancy and their baby. This is completely normal, so 

talking about feelings helps get through the exciting, yet challenging time of becoming a parent. It does not 

matter who a parent talks to, but it is worth talking to someone that can be trusted and supportive. One of the 

first steps to getting better is knowing and accepting of being unwell.

Remember feeling 

emotionally unwell is 

common and nothing 

to feel embarrassed 

about. It can happen to 

anyone whether there 

is a history of mental 

illness or not. Starting 

to look at local activities 

and groups during 

pregnancy can be a 

good way to meet new 

friends and mums.

This advice and 

more can be sourced 

from www.tommys.org/

mentalhealth

The effects of post-natal 
depression

Francesca Thompson
Health Advisor for 
Snapdragons Nursery

Some common signs to talk through 
with somebody, including a midwife 
or health visitor are:
• tearfulness

• feeling overwhelmed

• being irritable / arguing more 

often

• lack of interest in usual things

• lack of concentration

• change in appetite

• problems sleeping or extreme 

energy

• racing thoughts

• feeling more anxious

• strict rituals and obsessions
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Let’s get moving!
V icky Lunt – qualified Play Therapist & Director of 

IN2SPORT speaks about the science of sport and 
our child’s play system, deep in the mammalian 

part of the human brain.
As we will discover, this plays a key role in your 

child’s social and emotional intelligence and general 

mental health too, not just their physical development! 

Fine & gross motor skills are learnt through 

fundamental movement skills to promote agility, hand-

eye coordination and balance. The play system is 

activated by rough-and-tumble or gentle physical play.

It seems hard to believe, but tumbling on the 

grass with your children is essential for healthy brain 

development. Not only is this type of play an outlet of 

primitive motor impulses, such as the urge to run and 

climb, but it also enhances higher brain development. 

In later life, our children may be better able to manage 

emotions and cope with stress as a result! 

Physical interactive play increases the activation of 

a very important “fertiliser” in the higher brain (frontal 

lobes) called brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF). Research shows that there is increased gene expression 

of BDNF in the frontal lobes after sporting play. Wow!

So, being physically free and spontaneous through sporting activities and play is good for children's physical 

and mental development and health. Learning through sporting activities to promote gross motor skills, 

transports our children into states of joy and often results in squeals of laughter or delight.

Here are some ideas of sporting play with a child under five. Sit down on the floor opposite your child. If you 

feel uncomfortable, use props to help you. Not all adults are comfortable with sport and play, so you may need 

to practise. For example start blowing bubbles and take turns, standing up together and helping your child to 

reach up on to their tip toes and pop the bubbles up high. Children will jump and throw their hands up to catch 

as many as possible before the time runs out! If you're tired after work and time at the park for ball games isn't 

possible, then perhaps try a feather or cotton ball football game. Place a cotton ball on a cushion between you 

in the lounge. Mark out your separate goals, and blow the feather or ball into the other person’s goal. Or why 

not get a bag of colourful feathers - toss them into the air to see who can catch them before they fall. Have a 

mutual face painting session and help your child practise their fine motor skills too! 

Vicky Lunt – www.facebook.com/in2sportcoaching

“Being physically free 
through sporting activities 
and play is good for 
children's development and 
health”
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As the evenings draw in and there's a chill in the air we all start 
craving a little comfort food. This recipe makes the most of the 
fresh, local produce that is in the shops this season and the 
prunes give the casserole a delicious sweetness which we've 
found the children love. Serves two adults and three children.

Beef and prune casserole
with creamy mash & kale

450g braising steak, cut 
into 2cm chunks

2 sprigs fresh thyme, 1 tbsp 
chopped parsley, 1 bay leaf

big bunch of kale 125g chestnut mushrooms, 
sliced

450g maris piper potatoes, 
peeled & cut 1 tbsp plain flour

2 medium carrots 1 tsp dijon mustard

75g soft, stoneless, ready 
to eat prunes, halved 1 tbsp tomato puree

1 small onion, finely 
chopped

375ml beef / vegetable 
stock

Jo Arlow
Snapdragons 
Advisory Chef 
(Wiltshire)
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some autumn seasonal ingredients
We used seven seasonal foods in this recipe!

Beef, blackberries, broccoli, brussels sprouts, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, celery, cod, cox and gala apples, garlic, kale, leeks, 

mackerel, marrow, mushrooms, onions, parsnips, pears, potatoes, spinach, swede, sweetcorn.

Pre-heat your oven to 

150oC. Heat a tbsp of olive 

oil in a large casserole pan 

and brown the beef all 

over - about 3 mins - then, 

using a slotted spoon, 

take it out and leave it 

aside on a plate.

Add another spoon of 

oil to the casserole and 

gently fry the onion on a 

medium heat until it starts 

softening, then turn up the 

heat and add the carrots 

and mushrooms. Cook this 

for about 5 mins.

Pop the meat back in the 

mix, then add the flour, 

mustard and tomato puree 

and mix it all up.

Now add the stock, 

prunes, thyme and bay 

leaf and give it a stir. Bring 

to the boil, cover and 

place in the oven for 1½ 

hours, by which time the 

sauce will be gorgeously 

thick and tasty.

Boil a pan of water and 

add your kale for 2 

minutes before draining. 

Take your casserole out 

of the oven and serve 

with the potato, kale and 

a sprinkle of parsley on 

top. Delicious!

While the casserole is 

cooking, boil the potatoes 

for 15-20 mins until 

tender, then drain and 

mash until it's smooth. You 

can add some butter or 

milk if you like.

1

3

5

2

4

6
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BirThS & Marriages
Emily Smart married to Fergus Harris

Sarah Wilkins married to Graham Hobbs, now expecting a baby 

on Jan 1st.

Scott Bayliss and Helena Dyer are expecting their first baby 

together due 31st December

Kayleigh and Phil gave birth to baby Alfie

Alyssa and Lawrence brought forth baby Logan

Lizzie Baily married Phil Pritchard

James Watts engaged to Sarah Edwards

Rachel Otterwell and her partner Chris are now parents to Mia

Ania Lazecka and her now fiancé Steve gave birth to Caleb

QualiFicaTionS
Tanya Hayden has completed NVQ Level 3 in Children’s Care, 

learning and development.

Kirsty Galliers - Deputy Manager (Melksham)

Alice Hill - Deputy Manager (Atworth)

Kelly Cover - Early Childhood Studies degree (BA Hons) and EYT

Abbie Dougherty - Deputy of Babies (Weston)

Rhys Williams - Head of Pandas (Weston)

Georgi Bassil - BA Hons in Education

Apprenticeship awards
In June we attended the Bristol Post and Bath Chronicle Apprenticeship Awards ceremony, hosted in Bristol 

by Tom Baker, one half of the Fabulous Baker Brothers. Two of our apprentices came to enjoy the evening 

and represent all our students, Becky Potter from Snapdragons Broadwood who came to us as a childcare 

apprentice and has since qualified and Carey Mottram from Snapdragons Keynsham who is in the second 

year of a catering apprenticeship. Snapdragons had been shortlisted in the Medium Employer category - for 

companies with up to 250 employees - for our commitment to the apprenticeship scheme and the support we 

are able to give to our excellent young apprentices. We didn’t come home with the top award but it was an 

inspiring sight – proud young people celebrating talent and hard work.

Teaching School Alliance
During the last year we have been working closely with several partners in education, including Corsham 

Primary School, Bath Spa University and University of Gloucester to form the Pickwick Learning Teaching School 

Alliance. We are delighted to announce that our bid has been accepted by the Department for Education 

Lizzie Pritchard

Tanya Hayden

Rhys Williams
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and we are all looking forward to the official launch in September. Among other things, the alliance means 

that we will be called upon to offer our expertise and support to other early years settings and will shape the 

training offered to childcare students and early years teachers studying with the universities involved. I’m sure 

you’ll all agree this is a wonderful endorsement of 

Snapdragons and our commitment to the training and 

development of a very high quality workforce within 

early years education.

Bristol Standard
You may have noticed references around our 

nurseries to the Bristol Standard, an accreditation 

which all Snapdragons’ nurseries have achieved or 

are working towards. The Bristol Standard is a self 

evaluation framework that supports us in our aim to 

develop and improve the quality and effectiveness of 

our provision through an annual cycle of reflection. 

It involves a whole team approach with practitioners 

working together to improve outcomes for all our 

children and their families. Our involvement in the Bristol Standard demonstrates our commitment to reflection, 

self-evaluation and improvement.

NMT Sponsors
We’re very proud of our website, especially as it’s designed and maintained in-house (thanks James!) and it 

has brought us lots of interest from other professionals within our sector. Now we’ve been asked to sponsor a 

new website category at the Nursery Management Today Awards which are held in November. We’re looking 

forward to seeing some high-quality entries from across the UK.

BBC Radio Stars
When the BBC were planning a radio discussion about the pros and cons of using ICT with young children, who 

did they call on? Snapdragons of course! Lyndsey Tanner took on the challenge and explained how we use ICT 

in early years in a balanced and supportive way, as one tool in a whole toolbox of educational experiences. 

The counter argument centred around the negative impact of technology on children’s sleep patterns and 

consequent lack of concentration when they are allowed to play on devices for too long or late into the night. 

As Lyndsey pointed out this is more to do with lack of supervision than with technology itself and it’s our duty to 

guide children in the use of the technology that, love it or hate it, is here to stay.

Nursery World Awards Finalists
We’re delighted to have been shortlisted for the 

Nursery World Awards for the fourth year running which 

is a great achievement. Last year we were runners-up 

and were Highly Commended for the Nursery Chain 

award and, of course, Lyndsey Tanner at Grosvenor 

was the winner of the very prestigious Nursery 

Manager of the Year Award against stiff opposition. This 

year it’s Nursery Chain and Nursery Food Initiative that 

we’ve been recognised for and we had a very rigorous 

inspection visit from the judges in July, so fingers 

crossed for the finals in September.

Commitment to excellence

Nursery World Awards 2013
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C A S I N O  N I G H T

W
e’re very proud of our 
wonderful team of employees at 
Snapdragons, all 165 of them, so 
in May we held a party to say a 
big thank you to them.

Although it was a casino night we weren’t 

taking any gambles on it being a success, so we 

went to the luxurious Bailbrook House Hotel near 

Bath where we hosted a night of entertainment 

including casino tables, a photo booth, tarot 

readings, a magician and of course music, dancing, 

food and drink.

The stakes were high at the casino tables with 

some great prizes to be won, including the top prize 

of a weekend in Nice. It was a great night and we’re 

proud to be part of such a great team. So, let’s start 

planning the next party!

SNAPDRAGONS
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September October

November December

11th - Teddy bears’ picnic (Atworth)

19th - Cheeky Monkey party for NCT (Broadwood)

19th - Talk like a pirate day (Corsham)

26th - Macmillan Cancer fundraising coffee morning 

(Melksham)

3rd - Thai takeaway (Keynsham)

17th - Ted’s Big Day Out fundraising day - Funky 

Footwear!

31st - Spooky Halloween party (Atworth, Broadwood, 

Corsham, Melksham & Grosvenor)

Atworth - December 8th Keynsham - December 15th

Broadwood - TBC Melksham - December 10th & 12th

Corsham - TBC Weston - December 17th & 18th

Grosvenor - December 11th

5th - S’mores & Sparklers (Grosvenor)

This is a little taster of what we’ve got going on! There’ll be lots more to do though, so check with your 

individual nurseries as they arrange more events!

Nursery Christmas parties throughout the month!

6th - Winter Wonderland (hosted at Weston for all 

nurseries)

Nativity shows
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