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What we did to fundraise for Beep Beep Day 
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We look at how to use story books to talk 

about difficult things with your children.

18. Picnic recipes
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stuff in your picnic basket this summer.

20. Parent Zone

An in depth look at how you can take part 

in your child’s learning journey.

22. Team Time

News from the nursery teams. Our magazine is also 

available online at 

snapdragonsnursery.com



G rosvenor and Melksham were both inspected by Ofsted earlier 
in the year and we’re delighted with the outcomes. Grosvenor 
was judged “Outstanding” in all areas with the inspector praising 

the “inspiring” staff, “extremely inviting environment” and “inspirational” 
leadership and management.

Meanwhile, Melksham gained a “Good” and was praised for the “interesting range of 

exciting activities and learning experiences” that motivate the children resulting in “all 

children making good progress in their learning and development.” Congratulations to 

both teams and thank you for all your hard work and dedication!
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Arbor day

Off to the 
garden centre

Mini medics

Arbor Day blew into Weston 

from the USA in April and 

the children did their bit to 

save the planet by planting 

a cherry tree in the garden. 

This holiday began in 1872 

when J.Sterling Morton 

proposed to the Nebraska 

Board of Agriculture that they 

should set a special day for 

tree planting every year. The 

first day was marked by the 

planting of over a million trees!

Forget medical school, we’ve got it covered at 

Atworth. Following an exciting visit from St John’s 

Ambulance, the Atworth children are now experts 

in bandaging heads, arms and legs. They had a 

great time getting to grips with the equipment 

inside and outside of the ambulance and especially 

loved strapping Lizzie onto the stretcher. Thanks 

very much to St John’s Ambulance for taking the 

time out to visit us.

To herald the start of National Gardening 

Week the pre-school children at Keynsham 

took a trip down to Wyevale Garden Centre 

to get some top gardening tips for the 

season. They loved searching for all the 

items on their “Can you find these things?” 

list and admiring the amazing collection of 

fish in the aquarium. They left armed with 

the seeds Raquel had asked them to buy 

and they're looking forward to growing some 

lovely fresh crops in the Keynsham vegetable 

patch.
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Mother’s Day
There were plenty of fun events going on in March for Mother’s Day and children 
at each of the nurseries enjoyed showing how much they loved their mums.

Once again, the children at Snapdragons have proven how much 

they love their mothers, with some exceptional activities and themed 

sessions being thrown at the nurseries.

Mothers across the nurseries were invited in for parties and events, 

as the children took part in activities with them, handed over gifts 

that they had been making and 

generally made sure that their 

mummies felt as loved as we know 

they are.

With not long to go until Father’s 

Day, we’re hoping for a similar 

show of affection, so, dads, 

prepare yourselves for a host of 

events and games that will make 

sure you’re not left out.

World Book Day was the inspiration for a cosy bedtime story 

in the Corsham nursery. The children came in their pyjamas 

and enjoyed some of their favourite stories from home and 

nursery read by parents and staff. Delicious hot chocolate 

with whipped cream and marshmallows rounded off the day 

before everyone went home full and happy to clean their 

teeth and snuggle up in bed.

World Book Day
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Lambing time!

Sunny science

Easter party

Atworth spent a lovely day with Wiltshire 

College at Lackham Farm where they were 

lucky enough to see a lamb being born! 

After that excitement they had a cuddle 

with some slightly older lambs and watched 

them having their bottles before heading off 

on the tractor to see the other animals.

As millions of people across the country rushed out 

with their special glasses to witness the solar eclipse 

on 20th March we came up with some of our own 

indoor activities to help the children understand the 

phenomenon without risking their eyesight. As the next 

solar eclipse isn’t going to hit the UK until 2090, our pre-

schoolers will be nearly 80 but maybe they’ll remember 

their first eclipse experience at nursery.

The Easter bunny was busy 

everywhere, of course, but no more 

so than at Snapdragons Broadwood 

where the children enjoyed an egg 

hunt and an Easter bonnet craft 

morning with their parents. After 

they had carefully designed some 

impressive headgear they proudly 

modelled their creations in an Easter 

bonnet parade.
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Holi hysteria
Holi, the Hindu festival of colours, is a firm 

favourite with our children because they can’t 

resist the chance to cover each other and all the 

grown ups with brightly coloured powder. Total, 

unbridled fun and laughter… and definitely a day 

for your oldest clothes.

Broadwood nursery was a mass of pink and red 

as the children went to town on the decorations in 

preparation for their Valentines Ball. They all helped 

to make delicious party food to treat their parents too, 

then turned out in the evening with their best clothes 

on ready for a party. Donations and a raffle at the ball 

raised around £100 for the British Heart Foundation 

which the nursery is supporting in recognition of one 

of their children, Olivia Housley.

Olivia was found to have two separate heart 

conditions and underwent surgery last summer from 

which she has made a wonderful recovery. Olivia’s 

dad, Matt, also ran the half marathon in aid of Bristol 

Children’s Hospital who gave such excellent care 

during her illness. Corsham nursery also supported 

the British Heart Foundation by wearing red for their 

Beat It Wear It campaign adding another £15 to our 

donation.

Valentine’s Ball
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Red Nose Day
Our red nose sales went down a storm again this year 

and some of us enjoyed cake sales and face painting as 

the theme was Make your Face Funny for Money. The 

team at Grosvenor went to great effort to stage an extra 

special treasure hunt, asking parents to “pose with their 

nose” for a secret photo before hiding the pictures 

around the garden and challenging the children to 

recognise their funny-faced parents. What a great idea!

The prize for all round hilariousness definitely has to 

go to Alison and Helen, our joint Atworth managers, 

pictured here after being face painted and splatted 

with cream pies by some very over excited children. 

Well done everyone for your dedication to the causes 

of comedy and charity! The total raised for Comic Relief 

this year was £700.

O ver the past six months, we’ve gradually been introducing a new 
style of learning journey into Snapdragons. Labelled ‘iConnect’, 
the digital system allows us to produce a more interactive and 

friendlier timeline of your child’s time at nursery.
Using handheld tablets, our team can now take photos and instantly add them to each 

child’s profile, adding notes and curriculum links with ease. But this is only one half of 

the benefits that the new system offers, as the Parent Zone access now allows you, 

as parents, to be integrated into the process more so than ever before. Read all about 

Parent Zone in our Homeplay section on page 20.

Learning digitally
A look at how things are changing in early years settings and how Snapdragons 
are now helping make your child’s nursery life a more shared experience.
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BEEP
BEEP
DAY

Atworth joined up with the community speed watch, using speed scanners to see how fast or slow 
people were driving through the village.

Weston were visited by the police, who showed them their vehicle and supervised them riding their 
bikes, using them safely, practising with traffic lights and learning when to stop.

Weston also created a road in the garden, with some children acting as pedestrians and others as 
road users, learning who has right of way and when it is safe to cross.

With incredible bravery, 

Mitzi Steady’s parents 

announced very soon 

after her tragic accident, 

that they would like to 

fundraise in her memory 

for Brake, the road 

safety charity. Brake 

has recently launched 

a new initiative called 

Beep Beep Day, which 

is aimed at educating 

young children about 

every aspect of road 

safety as well as raising 

money to fund their 

outreach programmes. 

Using Brake’s extensive 

support materials we 

talked to the children 

about how to keep safe 

on the roads in a variety 

of circumstances. We 

asked for donations 

from out parents and, 

once again, we were 

overwhelmed with the 

generous spirit with 

which they responded, 

raising £650 for the 

charity. Thank you for all 

taking part.

10     SNAPDRAGONS MAY 2015

The Story



Keynsham explored cars and pedestrians, manipulating them around a road mat and learning 
where to cross and what different road signs mean. Corsham were practising their 

crossing of roads, using the 
buttons and learning where it was 
safe to cross over.

The children at Melksham were 
studying car seats and their 
importance for young children and 
babies, seeing how they should be 
strapped in and which ones are 
appropriate for different ages.Broadwood role played as different vehicles and learnt how to respect the rules of the road, 

driving around the fields on a pretend road.

For more information on Brake or Mitzi's fund, go to:

www.brake.org.uk/beepbeepday

www.justgiving.com/mitzisteady/
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getting
ready
For
big
School

Catherine Bond
Early Years Advisory 
Teacher & Trainer

At Snapdragons 
we are 
dedicated to 

supporting each 
child to reach 
their full potential 
at each stage of 
their development. 
We see this process 
as a partnership 
with parents and 
carers, the Key 
Person and the 
child.

‘School readiness’ is also 

achieved most effectively 

through this ongoing 

partnership between parents, 

the nursery, and the school, 

with the needs of the child at 

the core.

School readiness requires 

a focus on the process of 

moving between the different 

environments of the nursery 

and the school. We need to 

consider how we can ensure 

this is a smooth transition, with 

the child, their parents, the 

nursery and school all taking 

part and feeling confident 

to cope with this change 



Mitzi
ROSANNA STEADY
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Mitzi
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FOR MITZI

We all lost a piece of ourselves when Mitzi was taken from us in February 2015 and want 

to thank everyone who has offered their support to the nursery over the past months.

Mitzi was a beautiful, sweet and caring little girl who brightened our days with her 

presence each time she was in and we will always cherish the time that we had with her 

at Snapdragons.

We wanted to just take a moment to share some of our favourite photos of Mitzi during 

her time at Snapdragons and send her our thoughts. 

Mitzi - you will always be missed and we will never forget you in our hearts.

With love,

All your friends at Snapdragons.

Our thanks go to Mitzi’s parents for allowing us to share our memories in this pullout.





Mitzi
ROSANNA STEADY

FEBRUARY 9 2015

IN MEMORY OF



successfully.

When we think about how we support a child to be ‘ready for school’ 

thoughts turn to the key skills that will equip a child to make the best 

possible start in this next important stage in their learning and development. 

We need to work together to ensure the child makes the best progress they 

can before they leave nursery.

What skills does my child need for 
starting school? 

Children are ready for school when they feel safe, secure and cared for 

and feel valued and respected. They also need to be as active and healthy 

as they can be. We need to support each child to develop independence, 

be willing to have a go, think for themselves and find their own solutions. 

If children become confident, resilient and curious their enthusiasm for 

learning will increase.

The Early Years Foundation Stage requires us to observe, assess and plan 

for each child’s individual stage of development. The Key Person works 

with you to identify what your child can do and how to support them at 

nursery and at home to achieve the next steps in their learning. This applies 

throughout nursery and the first year of school and ensures each child 

makes effective progress towards achieving the Early Learning Goals by the 

end of their Reception year or during Year One.

It is important to remember that each child is an individual and will learn in 

their own way and at different rates. Your child’s age when they start school 

will also need to be taken into account. Some will be about to turn five and 

others may have only just turned four so this will mean a potential difference 

in their maturity and ability. Therefore there is no defined list of expected 

skills that all children must acquire before they start school.

At Snapdragons we feel strongly that the best possible preparation 
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for school is ensuring that each 

individual child develops a high 

level of competency in language 

and communication. 

In an Ofsted survey of good 

practice in school readiness [Are 

You Ready? April 2014] they focus 

on the vital role of language and 

communication development; “A 

child who has limited vocabulary 

and difficulty communicating will 

not be ready for school and will 

often lag behind their peers for the 

rest of their time in education.”

In Pre-school we have developed the use of the language teaching 

programmes “Letters and Sounds” and “BLAST”- (Boosting Language, 

Auditory Skills and Talking). These daily activities specifically support 

important skills in the development of communication and language; 

listening, attention, understanding and speaking. These skills underpin 

learning in early literacy, the beginnings of reading and writing. They provide 

preparation for early phonic awareness ready for later reading and spelling 

in school. We have consulted with reception teachers who regard this focus 

as a strong foundation for school readiness.

How do we work in partnership with 
schools to ensure your child makes a 
successful transition?

At Snapdragons we liaise closely with schools to ensure that we plan visits 

We can however support children at nursery and at home in their 

communication and language, personal, social, emotional, and physical 

development which will be of certain benefit to them when they start 

school, such as their ability to do the following;

• separate from parent / carer with confidence

• have an awareness of their emotions and behaviour and respond 

to boundaries

• take turns and cooperate

• take care of toys and equipment and tidy up

• play and share with others

• be independent by using self care skills; manage their own 

toileting, wash and dry their hands, put on / off their coat and 

shoes, eat using a knife and fork, pour their own drink, use a 

tissue to wipe their nose

• communicate their thoughts, ideas and needs

• pay attention and listen

• follow simple instructions

• interact with an adult and/or another child

• handle books and enjoy sharing stories every day

• take part in songs and rhymes

• recognise their own name

• begin to be aware of the letters in their name and their sounds

• hold a pencil and begin to gain control to make a range of 

different marks 

• attempt to write their name

• attempt to count objects in daily routines, songs and games.

• begin to recognise some numerals

• be aware of different shapes, size and simple patterns
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between nursery and school. The children attend sessions at their school 

with nursery staff and you as parents will also be invited to visit. 

It is important for both you and your child to spend time in their new 

classroom and playground so you have the opportunity to become familiar 

with the different environment and meet their reception teacher and 

teaching assistants. This builds confidence and security as you and your 

child learn what to expect when they start. Reception teachers will also 

visit your child at nursery and have the opportunity to speak with their key 

person. 

In the summer before school your child’s key person will write a report 

summarising their achievements and next steps and details of their interests, 

friends and family. You will be asked to contribute to this so a rounded view 

of your child can be provided for their reception teacher.

Talk with your child about their growing awareness of school from their 

visits. At nursery we will also support your child’s understanding through 

talking with them, asking and answering their questions. Books about 

starting school are shared and role play corners become mini classrooms. 

The nursery teddy also gets involved and in some cases has started school 

with the children!

In this way we aim for all involved; nursery, the school, you as parents and 

the child themselves to be well prepared and ready for school and the next 

exciting stage in their education.
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Using story books to talk 
about difficult things
By Alice Hoyle, mother of two (soon to be three), at Snapdragons Weston, teacher of Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 

and children’s author

Life is full of difficult things that we need 

to explain to our children. But parents 

often aren’t sure how to explain things 

like puberty and reproduction, illness, 

inequality, disability, grief, death and 

bereavement in a sensitive and age 

appropriate way. The good news is 

there is a plethora of books out there 

that can facilitate some of these trickier 

conversations or support your child with a 

particular issue they are struggling with.

Stories that can help children explore 

their emotions can be a really useful tool, 

I particularly like ‘Big Bag of Worries’, by Virginia Ironside and ‘How To Be A 

Friend’, by Laurene Crasny Browne. I also think it is really important to use 

inclusive story books that challenge stereotypes. One of our absolute favourite 

books is ‘If I Had 100 Mummies’, by Vanda Carter, a beautifully illustrated story 

about a girl exploring the idea of having 100 mummies, before she realises 

she is happy with the two she has. ‘Paperbag Princess’, by Robert Munsch and 

Michael Martchenko is another fabulous story about a princess who sets out to 

rescue a prince then decides she doesn’t want to marry him after all. 

For tricky conversations about sex and growing up, Babette Cole books are all 

fabulous, including ‘Mummy Laid an Egg’ and ‘Hair in Funny Places’, these are 

accessible books for younger children to learn about puberty and reproduction 

in a fun way. I also think Cory Silverberg’s ‘What Makes A Baby’ is great as it has 

been written to be inclusive to all families so children born by IVF or surrogacy 

can also understand a simple version of their life story.

As recent events have also shown us we need to be able to talk about death and loss in a way that supports 

our children to understand and grieve in their own way. Some books that may support that are ‘Water Bugs and 

Dragonflies’, by Doris Stickney which explores the life cycles of Waterbugs (relating to humans’ time on earth) 

and Dragonflies (the experiences after death) or ‘A Sky of Diamonds’, by Camille Gibbs, where Mia learns some 

strategies to cope after the death of her mother. Some children who have witnessed tragedy may be supported 

by ‘A Terrible Thing Happened’, by Margaret Holmes which explores feelings after witnessing a tragedy and 

‘Paperbag Princess’ 
Robert Munsch 
and Michael 
Martchenko is 
another fabulous 
story about a 
princess who sets 
out to rescue a 
prince then decides 
she doesn’t want to 
marry him after all.
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Francesca Thompson
Health Advisor for 
Snapdragons Nursery

Coping with bereavement

O ne response to bereavement in both children and adults is 
a driving need to make sense of what has happened and to 
understand the hows and whys that has led to the loss. This comes 

partially from a need to restore order and meaning to the chaotic feelings 
that follow loss, and partially from a need to understand events leading to 
the loss.

Not all grief is visible. Shock in one person is silence, in another crying, in another 

rudeness. Those who have never experienced bereavement talk of grief coming to 

an end: “Are you over it all now?” but grief is never over. The person who will be most 

valued is not one offering buckets of sympathy, but one who is there in the background 

for the moments when it matters.

Nothing can prevent shock and grief, but if a child or indeed an adult knows that 

others are easy to talk to, this can be the greatest comfort when a tragedy occurs.

How can we help, whether staff, parents, grandparents, friends or relatives? To be 

there and being honest is a good start. Experiencing grief at close hand through such 

tragedy immediately touches our own vulnerabilities. Our capacity to help is closely tied 

to our own capacity to understand and show empathy.

Information given to children must be trustworthy and concrete.
We can help by understanding different reactions, offering company without being 

intrusive, having patience with others who want to talk, refraining from phrases such as 

“time heals”. Snapdragons Nursery is here to create a nurturing environment for staff, 

children and families.

Pretend Friends can be purchased from Amazon, Jessica Kingsley publishers 

(and all good bookshops). It retails at £8.99 and all royalties go to support the 

mental health charity Rethink Mental Illness.

how talking through them can help children feel better.

One area that children’s books really seem to be lacking in is stories about mental health. While there are 

stories about some specific disabilities or illnesses there are very few books to discuss mental health. This 

discovery prompted me to write my own story to support conversations in our family about serious mental 

illness which affects people close to us. 

My story is called Pretend Friends, it uses the analogy of pretend friends to explain about people living 

with schizophrenia or hearing voices. The story comes with grown up notes to facilliate grown-ups having 

conversations with their children about the story and mental health. When I find the time I plan to start a blog 

with the “grown up notes” for all these stories and more to help parents 

like me to use children’s stories as a tool to support their child’s social and 

emotional development. 

I’d love to hear more about what books you recommend for addressing a 

particular topic or where the gaps are in children’s books on particular issues. 

Tweet me @AliceHoylePSHE
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We’ve chosen two delicious recipes to liven up your picnic 
baskets this summer. One blends together some scrummy 
seasonal vegetables into a sausage plait, which can be followed 
by a dessert making use of all the rhubarb that can be found at 
this time of year.

rhubarb & ginger cake

For the stewed rhubarb:
250g fresh rhubarb
50g caster sugar
20g butter
For the cake:
190g butter
190g caster sugar
3 large eggs
140g plain flour

1 tsp baking powder
50g rolled oats
3 knobs of stem ginger 
(in syrup)
1 tbsp ginger syrup

Jo Arlow
Snapdragons 
Advisory Chef 
(Wiltshire)

Cut the rhubarb into 1.5cm chunks and stew gently in the 

butter and sugar until softened but still holding together. Put to 

one side to cool.

To make the cake, cream the butter and sugar together and 

beat until pale and light. Add the eggs one at a time, beating 

to combine. Mix in the flour and baking powder then fold in 

the oats and the cooked rhubarb, reserving the juice.

Spoon the mixture into a lined 2lb loaf tin and bake at 170oC 

for 50-60 mins until the top is golden brown and a skewer 

comes out clean when you insert it in the cake.

Combine the tablespoon of ginger syrup with the rhubarb 

cooking syrup, drizzle over the cake and allow it to sink in 

before turning the cake out. 

This is delicious as a pudding, too, served warm with crème 

fraiche topped with chopped stem ginger.
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sausage plait
with hidden vegetables

400g good quality 
sausage meat
1 medium courgette, 
grated
2 medium carrots, 
grated
½ onion, finely diced
2 cloves garlic, 
crushed

6 sage leaves, chopped
4 stems thyme, leaves 
stripped
Small bunch flat 
leafed parsley, chopped
500g pack puff pastry
1 egg, beaten

some spring & summer seasonal ingredients
We used five seasonal foods in these recipes!

Broccoli, carrots, cauliflower, courgettes, garlic, leeks, radishes, 

spinach, spring onions, watercress, peas, rhubarb, runner 

beans, onions, new potatoes, tomatoes, asparagus, beetroot, 

strawberries, raspberries

Sauté the carrot, courgette, onion and garlic in a dash of oil for a few minutes until most of the moisture has evaporated, then tip 

into a large mixing bowl and leave to cool. Add the sausage meat and chopped herbs then combine everything throughly with 

your hands.

Roll out the pastry on a floured surface to form a rectangle approximately 35cm x 25cm. Place the pastry on a lined baking tray 

and spoon the filling down the middle third in a long sausage leaving a little gap at the top and bottom. Cut 1½ cm diagonal strips 

in the pastry down each side of the meat and brush with the 

egg. Alternately cross the strips over from each side and 

finish by folding the top and bottom edges neatly over. Brush 

the remaining egg over the plait to seal the pastry and give a 

lovely sheen.

Bake for 20 mins at 200oC, turn down to 175oC and cook for 

20 more minutes.
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Welcome to Parent Zone

Accessing Parent 
Zone
Download the Parent Zone 

app for your smartphone for 

easy access, or log on via 

your computer.

www.parentzone.me

O ver the past six months at Snapdragons, we have 
been rolling out access to Parent Zone, a new online 
portal that allows you to securely log in and view your 

child’s progress, seeing, through photos and videos, how they are 
progressing at nursery. You can even add your own moments too, 
uploading photos and video yourself to show us what you get up to 
at home and make each learning journey a wonderful collaboration 
between everyone.

Working together
A favourite feature of Parent Zone for us is that it finally allows us to have 

a true collaborative experience with each child’s family. Our previous 

learning journeys were always accessible, but difficult for you to take home 

whenever you wanted as the team were continuously working on them. But 

now, you can sit down with your child at home when you want to, looking 

back at the activities and experiences they’ve had at nursery and sharing 

them with each other.
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Moments
One of the most exciting aspects 

of Parent Zone is the ability for you 

all to share the best moments from 

your times at home with your child.

Learning journeys should be a 

celebration of a child’s early years 

and so it only seems right that they 

include each child’s best times!

We’d love to see the things you 

all get up to with your children 

and the adventures you go on, so 

please feel free to add as many 

photos or videos as you can! You 

can also comment on the moments 

on the timeline, so please do, as 

it’s fantastic to hear from you all 

and see what your thoughts are on 

your child’s progress. Anything you 

write can also be used to plan your 

child’s development activities too, 

so don’t be shy!

Your account
Parent Zone also opens up the 

opportunity for you to see your 

account, including invoices and 

payments at Snapdragons. You 

can see exactly what invoices 

have been paid and even see 

a breakdown of each invoice, 

detailing each session you have 

been billed for - exactly as you 

receive each month in your inbox.

This will allow you to follow the 

progress of your account in a much 

clearer and more concise way than 

ever before and we think you’ll find 

it really useful!

Bookings
Another feature of Parent 

Zone is the bookings screen, 

which gives you access 

to your child’s upcoming 

bookings, showing you 

the sessions that they are 

scheduled for.

In time, we’ll be adding the 

ability to request extra days 

or swap sessions right from 

Parent Zone.

Other features
By accessing your profile, you can also update your contact details, 

including address and phone number, meaning the nursery always 

has the most up-to-date information.

The communications screen will allow you to see any 

correspondence that has been sent to you by the nursery, including 

invoices. You’re then able to have it re-sent to your email address.

Coming soon...
We’re also working on some new features for Parent Zone, including notifications (app and email) when new 

moments are posted, comment threading between parents and the team, nursery diaries to show forthcoming 

events and the aforementioned ability to book extra sessions. If there are any features you’d like to see 

yourselves then please send them into your nursery, so we can pass them onto the developers.

Adding a moment

1. Log into Parent Zone and go 

to the ‘add’ screen.

2. Tap your child’s profile image 

to select them and add your 

photo or video.

3. Write a short note about 

what’s happening in the ‘notes’ 

box and hit ‘save’.

4. The moment is saved as a 

draft, so remember to go to the 

‘drafts’ screen and choose ‘send 

to nursery’. If you don’t, then we 

won’t see it!
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Ania Lazecka

Lindsey Smedley

Jo Whitehead

Emma James

 Births & Marriages 
Paige Osborne - due September (Melksham)

Sarah Hobbs - Zach born January (Corsham)

Jo Whitehead - due August (Corsham)

Jade Copeland - due July (Corsham)

Ceri Roberts - Seren Lily born March (Melksham)

Shelley Hibbard - engaged to Nick (Grosvenor)

Helena Dyer - Isaac born January (Grosvenor)

 Promotions & Qualifications 
Emma James - now Nursery Manager at Keynsham

Gemma Peel - now Head of Toddlers & Deputy Manager 

(Melksham)

Sarah Boorman - now Senior Nursery Nurse (Corsham)

Lindsey Smedley - Head Early Years Teacher (Keynsham)

Harriet Barnett - NVQ3 in childcare (Atworth)

Rebekah Jones - NVQ2 in childcare (Atworth)

Annemarie Jones - NVQ3 in childcare (Broadwood)

Jess Vowles - now Deputy Head of Babies (Grosvenor)

Ania Marsh (was Lazecka) - now Nursery Manager at Horfield

Mary Llewellin - Level 3 in Nutrition for Healthier Food & Special Diets

In February we were up in London for the Nursery World Show where, 

as the current Nursery World Food Award holders, we had been 

invited to showcase some of our recipes and share our expertise with 

other nursery businesses from across the country. While being filmed 

and questioned by a nutritionist as she cooked, Raquel our award 

winning chef from Snapdragons Keynsham, whizzed through a few of 

her favourite recipes, including Moroccan chickpea burgers, beetroot 

bread, crunchy coated herby fish fingers, coconut and cardamon 

cookies and smoked mackerel sushi.

Parent Nominations
The winner of the staff rewards this quarter was a very excited Harriet Barnett from Atworth who was nominated 

for her outstanding work and 100% attendance. Remember you can nominate team members for exceptional 

work by emailing lisaf@snapdragonsnursery.com

First in food
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Do you know someone who would be perfect for a role at any of our Snapdragons? We love to 

meet potential fantastic team members, some of whom come from your own suggestions - and 

we want to reward you for that!

Simply ask the applicant to provide your name on their application form when prompted and you 

could earn money back if they become a permanent member of the team at Snapdragons!

The rewards!
Parents of Snapdragons
You could earn 5% back off your next monthly invoice!

Existing employees at Snapdragons
You can earn up to £50 with your next payslip!

Tell them to apply online at www.snapdragonsnursery.com/jobs and start 
earning rewards!

Jobs at Snapdragons!
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This is a little taster of what we’ve got going on! There’ll be lots more to do though, so check with your 

individual nurseries as they arrange their own events!

Warleigh Lodge Farm Trips (for pre-school)

Pre-School Graduations

Events

May 5th - Corsham

May 6th - Atworth & Melksham

May 7th - Corsham & Broadwood

May 8th - Grosvenor

May 11th - Weston

May 14th - Weston

June 2nd - Keynsham

June 13th - Broadwood

June 27th - Corsham

July 4th - Weston

July 9th - Horfield

July 11th - Grosvenor & Atworth

July 17th - Melksham (changed)

July 18th - Keynsham

June 20th - Chillfest

December 5th (correction) - Winter Wonderland

Chillfest 2014, with Jamma de Samba

Warleigh Lodge Farm
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