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The Musical Tree House
An Early Years Music & Dance School
The Musical Tree House promotes a culture of ENCOURAGEMENT &
POSITIVITY with an emphasis on developing a child’s
CREATIVE MUSICAL IDEAS.
With classes across Wiltshire at venues including Box, Bradford on Avon & Bath, The
Musical Tree House music & dance sessions are for children aged 6mths to 5 years old.
Our sessions include hand-crafted ethnic percussion circles, dance & eurhythmics
activities and singing & musical games. Specialist music & dance teachers will help your
child to develop their creativity and musical abilities in a positive and encouraging
environment.

Come and try for free! Register & book online.




New Bath
venues in
2012! Email to
find out more.



Januarycontents
2012
cover

8

8

forest focus
We discover what Snapdragons children have
been learning from their forest sessions at
nursery.

regulars

2

2

Newsdesk
Awards, Bristol Zoo, Diwali, Nativities, Winter
Wonderland and more!

14

Healthcare
We take a look at gastrointestinal infections
and how they are dealt with at nursery.

18

Incoming
A glance at some of our forthcoming dates of
interest for your diary.

Parent features

6

homeplay
Build a snow shaker, read iPad reviews or let
Ashman Jones help you choose a pet.

12

the guide
Nursery Manager Alison Shires asks if your
child is ready for nursery.

15

7

welcome to...
Newbridge School, Bath

Corsham
Pound Pill, Corsham,
Wiltshire,
SN13 9YW
01249 714060
Weston
Henley Lodge, Weston
Road, Bath, BA1 2XT
01225 426255
Grosvenor
4 Grosvenor Place,
Bath,
BA1 6AX
01225 483660
Broadwood
Broadwood Avenue,
Corsham,
SN13 0LX
01225 811515
Atworth
43 Bath Road,
Atworth, Wiltshire,
SN12 8JW
01225 707009
Melksham
3 St Margaret’s
Gardens,
Melksham, Wiltshire,
SN12 7BT
01225 899488

editors

Our staff

12

16

The spotlight
Jo Benwell from Snapdragons Grosvenor gives
us an insight into her mind.

17

Staff news
Announcements straight from the staff room
- births, graduates & promotions

editors-in-chief
James Collard
Mary Llewellin
assistant editors
Rosemary Collard
Francesca Thompson
Nicki Jones

Newsdesk

A look back at the biggest
stories from Snapdragons
over the past season.

Snapdragons see Bristol Zoo

E

ducational, inspirational, thought-provoking
and fun, our visits to Bristol Zoo are firm
favourites on our trips and outings calendar.
Pre-schoolers from some of our nurseries enjoyed
the zoo in the autumn sunshine (and rain) again this
year and came back buzzing with excitement.
This year the Pre-School leaders had assembled
resources bags containing magnifying glasses,
pens, paper and story books to aid discussion
and extended learning during the visit. Back at
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the nurseries, the children worked together on zoo
projects making pictures of their favourite animals,
contributing to our zoo display and enjoying the
pictures of the visit on our photo display.
As always the children made us so proud to
be with them with their wonderful behaviour and
boundless enthusiasm. Don’t forget, you don’t have
to feel left out - just visit the website and explore the
photos and movies to share the fun! See everything
at www.snapdragonsnursery.com/eventsandtrips

newsdesk

Community services visits

C

ontinuing our quest for knowledge and
understanding of the world, our nurseries
have welcomed visits from all the emergency
services in the last few months.
We’ve had police officers, fire fighters, paramedics
and even Ministry of Defence firemen sharing the
thrills of their exciting jobs and teaching us how
to stay safe. The children have enjoyed sitting at
the wheel of fire engines pretending to drive, or

discovering how to use a police radio, or being
strapped to a stretcher and loaded into the back of
an ambulance!
Not surprisingly these visits are very popular and
we’re grateful to all the people who have taken the
time to share their skills with the children.
So, if you arrive at nursery one day to find a fire
engine or a police van with its lights on, don’t worry,
it’s probably all in the name of education. We hope!

All-In-Ones

W

e really love getting
the children outside to
learn and play in forest
school sessions whatever the weather,
but sometimes that can be a mucky
business.
Now we’re investing in some stylish
and practical, swedish all-in-ones to
keep the children warm and dry while
they explore the great outdoors.
So far we’ve kitted out our babies
at Broadwood and our pre-schoolers
at Grosvenor in the suits, which are
red with white spots or plain blue. This
is just the beginning of a continuing
programme of investment and the
other nurseries will follow throughout
2012.
january 2012 Snapdragons
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n September we were delighted to win
“Website of the Year” at the Nursery
World Awards 2011.
The judge said this was a “stunning
example of how a group of nurseries can
present themselves as individual settings
on one website” and the website was
described as “user-friendly, attractive and
packed with easy-to-access, useful and
exciting information”.
So if you haven’t already visited it, why
not take a moment to see what all the fuss
is about at www.snapdragonsnursery.com.

Musical Tree House

Our new music and dance sessions run by
The Musical Tree House have proved a hit in our
Bath nurseries. The Musical Tree House employs
trained, Early Years Music Specialists and aims to
develop the children’s creativity and musical ability
through dance and eurhythmics, or whole body
movement, as well as singing and musicianship
using Solfège Technique. Children are introduced
to rhythm and sounds with hand-crafted, ethnic
percussion instruments. Founder, Tara Hartley,
believes that children are never too young to enjoy
music, “even the tiniest ears can absorb musical
concepts and with familiarisation they begin their
journey with music which we hope will last them a
lifetime”.

Diwali celebrations

Every month we focus on a new festival with
the children. Diwali, the festival of light, was
marked with art, craft and storytelling throughout
the nurseries. Janey entranced the children with
her retelling of the Hindu story of Rama and Sita
complete with a collection of traditional Indian
paintings.
She explained how rows of lamps were lit to
welcome Rama and Sita home and the children
created their own lamps out of clay and made
beautiful lanterns. Everyone was fascinated by
the incense, flowers, pictures and Ganesh statue
Janey had brought back after her years of living
in India and the children tried on some of her
saris.

OOOO ARRGHH ME HEARTIES It was ‘Talk Like a Pirate’ day in Corsham in September and we had a treasure
trove of scary pirates to admire.
4
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Nativity shows

We had a wonderfully entertaining
week of nativities and Christmas
concerts in December. It was great to
see so many parents enjoying their
children’s performances and there
wasn’t a dry eye in the house!
The shows ranged from full-blown
versions of the nativity story to
songs around the Christmas tree and

newsdesk

definitely put us in the mood for the
festive season.
Don’t forget to have a look at
all the beautiful photos on our
(award-winning!) website www.
snapdragonsnursery.com/nativities.
You can also watch trailers for the
performances online and order a
keepsake DVD for just £5.00!

News in brief

Hear me roar
There were lions
galore at Grosvenor
in October as the
nursery held a lionthemed week to raise
money for Bristol
Children’s Hospital.
Penalties for all
Weston’s Holiday Club
children took part in
a dramatic penalty
shootout against
Bladud the pig, the
Bath City FC mascot
who came to get them
excited about football
and their local club.

Winter Wonderland

Our Winter Wonderland Fayre
was once again packed with festive
fun in December. We would like to
thank Father Christmas for flying
in to deliver Christmas gifts to all
the children who visited him in his
sparkling woodland grotto. We would
also like to thank him for bringing
along so many of his elves to
entertain the children in Elves’ Corner
where there were stalls and games
galore.
There was plenty to keep the

grown-ups busy too with a selection
of stalls, the chocolate and bottle
tombolas and our new-style cafe area
with delicious mulled wine, mince
pies and other tasty treats.
Huge thanks go to the generous local
businesses who donated raffle prizes
this year:
The Castle Inn, Bradford-on-Avon;
Bath Rugby; Ashley Wood Pool,
Kingsdown.
and all of our outside stall holders.

Watch our video at www.snapdragonsnursery.com/eventsandtrips

Zzzzzzz
Children came to
nursery in pyjamas
for Christmas stories
with hot chocolate
at Melksham and
Broadwood and
a performance of
Janey’s Elves and
the Shoemaker at
Atworth.
Ladies’ evening
There was wine,
cheese and shopping
for parents at
Broadwood and
Melksham in aid of
Children in Need in
November.

the long walk home Nearly 30 staff hobbled their way round a 10k Midnight Walk on 10th September,
raising money for Dorothy House. Well done girls!
january 2012 Snapdragons
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Homeplay
iPad app review
Intro to Math, by Montessorium
This app is designed to
help young children further the
formation and recognition of
numbers. It is well designed and
is simple to understand with clear
instructions and the activities are
easy for children to follow.
The app explains exactly how
the number is to be written by
tracing around the outline with a
white dot and then the children
have their turn. If they don’t quite
complete it correctly, there is a

Activities and articles to
inspire you when at home
with your children.

by Emma Walley, Head of PreSchool at Snapdragons Atworth

guide dot showing them exactly
where they need to go.
I feel it is a well designed app
which helps to encourage both
number recognition and formation.
I have seen children in my PreSchool take this knowledge away
from the iPad and into other
activities within their daily routine.
Intro to Math, by Montessorium
is available on the iOS App Store
for £2.99

Look out for us appearing on BBC Click on the
iPlayer now or on BBC Radio 3 in February.

Intro to Math, by Montessorium

Ashman
Jones’
Pet
Corner
Which pet is right for you?
Part one: RABBITS

Rabbits are very sociable animals
and ideally need the company of
other rabbits. They are suitable for
many different household situations
particularly where there is only a
small garden or limited space.
Rabbits can make great pets
for children as long as the correct
supervision and handling is carried
out. Remember young children can
often be very lively and exuberant
which can be stressful for a rabbit,
so it’s always important for parents
to go through the correct handling
procedure with any new additions to
the family.

Housing

As a guide a rabbit’s hutch should
be a minimum of three hops from

end to end and be high enough
for the rabbit to stand upright on
its hind legs. If the hutch is kept
outside it should have a draughtfree solid fronted sleeping area, kept
out of direct sunlight and have good
ventilation.

Handling

Lift rabbits by putting one arm
underneath their rump and the other
arm across the back of their head,
holding them close to your head.

Feeding

Fibre is the single most important
component of a rabbit’s diet. We
recommend a uniform high fibre pellet
(not one with mixed grains) which can
be fed on its own with some fresh
water and small amounts of fresh
green vegetables - not too much!

Vital
statistics
• Adults can weigh from
1-10kgs depending on
breed and sex.
• They can live from
5 - 10 years but some
may live longer.
• Rabbits can breed
from 4 - 5 months of
age.
• Smaller breeds may
reach maturity earlier
than larger ones.

You can find more information on rabbits such as vaccinations, neutering or anything else on the info pages at
www.ashmanjones.co.uk
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Snow
shakers
These fantastically simple creations are great for
young children as the fascination with watching the
swirling glitter will keep them entertained over and
over again. Just grab an empty bottle, some glitter
and a jug of water and you’re ready!

1
1.

2.

2

Choose whatever sparkly,
colourful or fascinating bits and
bobs that you can find that will
help create that mesmerising
‘snowstorm’ effect. Pour these
bits into your bottle. It may help
to use a funnel to make this
easier.
Grab a jug of water and fill up
your bottle to the top. You can
use your funnel again. Make sure
that you screw the top on tightly
to stop the water escaping!

3.

Now shake your bottle
to see your glittery
snowstorm in action! If
you like you could add
some food colouring to

3

give it a beautiful colour.

You can follow these easy
steps to make a huge array of
different shakers for home.

january 2012 Snapdragons
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forest focus
I

t’s been a year since we launched our Forest School initiative and so this is a good time to assess the
impact it has made on our practice. We hoped that forest school would open doors and inspire both our
children and our staff to learn and develop in new ways.
The ethos of Forest School is that children should be respected for their capacity to learn, to be curious, to
test and enjoy the natural world, to experience a degree of risk and a range of emotions. Forest School places
the emphasis on the process of learning rather than its content which allows planned activities to be extended,
diverted and to develop in unexpected and unlimited ways.
All of the activities we offer during Forest School sessions encompass aspects of the Early Years
Foundation Stage by encouraging, for instance, problem-solving, social & communication skills,
creative & physical development and knowledge & understanding of the world.
Our staff have embraced the Forest School initiative and are enthusiastic about the benefits with
one pre-school practitioner describing it as the best thing that’s happened in the nursery! Since
introducing Forest School sessions with Janey Mondal, our Level 3 Forest School Leader and Head
of Education, we have been gratified by the number of staff who are keen to embark on training
after experiencing the positive effects of our Forest School sessions on children of all ages. This
vote of confidence by our team means that we will be able to hold even more Forest School
sessions with qualified leaders in all of our settings.
As for the children, we thought we should let them speak for themselves, so here are some
of their comments: “You need wellies”, “Don’t touch the fire”, “You get hot chocolate”,
were some of the more practical tips. “It’s brilliant!”, “It makes me feel good”, “It’s
exciting”, “More please!” summed up the emotional response, but the comment that sticks
in my mind was made by a boy who had spent a completely absorbing and exhilarating
afternoon building a den. As he walked away, he turned to give his den a last lingering look
and said, “This has been the best day of my life!”

8
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Den building
Team work and problem
solving come into play when
the children are encouraged to
build themselves a den. Using
a tarpaulin, ropes and trees or
sticks, the children co-operate
and exchange ideas as they
work to shelter themselves from
the elements.
The joy of forest sessions
is that they allow the path
of learning to flow in any
direction. On one memorably
wet day, a group of pre-school
children abandoned their
den-making as they became
fascinated by the way the
raindrops bounced and rolled
about on the stretched tarpaulin
before collecting in a puddle in
the middle.
Going underneath the cover,
the children pushed the drops
along with their fingers and
forced them to drip and flow
over the edges.

january 2012 Snapdragons
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into the woods

Awareness of the
environment
Going for walks gives children the
opportunity to observe, discuss
and enjoy their environment.
Discovering what grows where
in the locality, collecting natural
objects, noticing the seasons,
looking at textures, colours and
shapes and discovering that
acorns come from oak trees
are just some of the lessons
that can be learnt from a walk.
During the winter months, After
School children take torches
and experience the excitement
of “night” walks where they
encounter nature in a different
light.

Using Tools
Using vegetable peelers, handsaws
and metal tent pegs the children have
crafted a whole range of things from
elder wood, which is soft, pithy and
pliable. Natural beads can be made
by peeling elder twigs, sawing them
into short lengths, then hollowing out
the pithy centre. Bug houses follow
the same rules, but the twigs are
left a bit longer and bound together
into bundles to make a safe place to
over-winter for insects in the garden.
Older children have enjoyed making
pea shooters and bows and arrows
with the same tools and skills. These
small, achievable tasks promote
trust and self-confidence as well as
developing both gross and fine motor
skills.
10
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Weaving

Constructing a rope swing

Using brightly coloured, un-spun wool and natural
found objects like feathers, flowers, fruits and grasses,
the children have created weavings and hangings to
enrich both their indoor and outdoor environment.
Group art sessions again foster a culture of mutual
respect and turn-taking as well as encouraging
contemplation of the natural world. The sense of
achievement and pride engendered by these projects
has a very positive impact on children’s self-esteem.

After School children love this activity and it encourages
social skills like communication and turn-taking. Trust
is also needed to make this work and the children must
work as a team, literally supporting each other as a rope
is flung over a suitable branch and several children hold it
while another child swings on the other end.
Children will be exposed to risk in their lives and learning
to manage risk in a balanced and thoughtful way is a
necessary skill.

Fire
A favourite part of forest sessions is lighting a fire at the end to make a warming drink – it wouldn’t be Forest School
without a hot chocolate! The rules about safety around fire and how to put it out safely are calmly and consistently
reinforced so that they become second nature. Children forage for kindling wood on walks, learning to look for dry and
snappy sticks to build a fire base that staff can easily light to heat the kelly kettle. The companionship of sitting round a
fire with a well-earned warm drink after energetic outdoor activity inspires discussion on a diverse range of topics.

Kelly Kettle
A kelly kettle is specially designed
for boiling water outdoors even
in windy or wet weather. It has
a double walled water chamber
surrounding a chimney which
creates an upward draft to draw
heat from a small fire lit in the base
below. The fire can be fed with small
twigs through the chimney.

january 2012 Snapdragons
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Theguide

Each month you can learn new
practices and techniques to use
at home with your child, written
by some of the experienced staff
working at Snapdragons.

Are you ready for nursery?

F

inally the day is here. You
have looked at different
Alison Shires,
nurseries, chosen one with
Nursery Manager,
well trained, qualified and caring
Atworth
staff. You’ve asked the right
questions and chosen a nursery that will meet
your child’s unique needs.
Bowlby tells us in his research into attachment,
“the infant and young child should experience a
warm, intimate, and continuous relationship with
his parent (or permanent parent substitute) in which
both find satisfaction and enjoyment” (Bowlby,
1951, p. 13) and “If a community values its children
it must cherish their parents.” (Bowlby, 1951, p. 84)
At nursery your child will enjoy the new

relationship that will develop with their key person
and that warm relationship will complement and
work together with the parent / child bond you
have. Parents are key to this working well, keeping
the key person informed of the unique care their
child needs. Working in partnership we can help the
transition to coming to nursery be more successful.
Giving the key person information about your child’s
routines, likes and dislikes is vital at this stage. Staff
12
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will have experienced settling issues before. Some
children will settle with little upset, whilst for others
it can take a little longer and there will be a few
tears along the way.
When choosing a time to start your child at
nursery, choose a time when home life is settled
and no major changes are happening, e.g. not the
week you move house. If you are starting your child
at nursery because you are returning to work, the
temptation will be to spend all of those last precious
moments together, but try to allow a few weeks for
that essential settling in time. Your baby will pick up
on your anxiety about
the impending changes,
so make time to bring
When choosing a
these changes in as
time to start your
gently as possible for
child, choose a
both your sakes.
time when home
As parents we
life is settled and
need to role model the
no major changes
confidence we have in
are happening.
the new experience for
them. A clear message to your child is key at this
stage. When you take them in, talk about the fun
time they will have, keep smiling and confidently
hand your child over, telling them you will be
collecting them later. If they are old enough to
understand, be clear about when you will be coming
back, e.g. after you’ve eaten your lunch. Don’t be
tempted to sneak off if they are happily playing,
your child may spend the rest of the session looking
for you. Your child needs to learn that at times you
will be separated.
Reassure yourself that separations are an
undeniable event that will happen in your child’s life;
that your child is resilient and coming to nursery
will be part of their life for a while. Also, as a parent,
part of your role is letting go, to encourage your

”

feature
child’s independence and development.
Parents will experience a range of feelings.
Excitement, guilt and apprehension are just a few.
Some parents will be returning to work, some to
return to studies and some to have some much
deserved child-free time.
But what do you do now?
Have you been so busy planning for your
child’s momentous start to their life’s long journey
of learning, that you have forgotten to plan for
yourself?
What if I cry? What if I don’t? Stop! Take a deep
breathe and relax. You need to leave your child
confidently with no tears from you. Plan to do
something as a treat to yourself. Fill your
time with all those jobs you have promised
to do! Even if that does mean finally getting
to the end of the paperwork pile. Meet up
with other parents who will understand what
you have been through, for a coffee and a
chat. Be assured that your child is being
well cared for and their unique needs being
met.
One new parent to Snapdragons whose
child is six months old has said, “Returning
to work was always going to be difficult. It’s
been made easier by my daughter settling
really well, a few tears at the beginning, but
always happy and tired when I collected her.
It helped having the settling in sessions six
weeks before I returned to work, with no
pressure on me, like having to be at work.
“She happily goes to all the staff, there are some
members of my family she cries at and won’t settle
for them. Staff are always pleased to see her and
already I have seen her smiling at her new friends.
She is experiencing so much more than I would
ever have tried at home. Painting at six months, I
couldn’t have put up with the mess! I always love
looking at her learning journey and can see how she
is developing, together with her key worker we set
targets.
“I appreciate working together and using the
staff’s skills, knowledge and different ways of
extending her learning. I look forward to the days
that I don’t work and can relax in the knowledge
that she is being well cared for.”

At Snapdragons, we work in partnership with
parents to ensure a successful transition into
nursery. You can phone us to see how they are
settling, pop in to see how they are doing any
time. Staff will give you daily feedback on how the
transition is going. Talk to staff about how you’re
feeling, they may just be able to help you, they are
well used to parents finding this period a difficult
time.
Staff will complete comprehensive information
forms about your child’s individual needs. They
will work with you on your child’s development, set
regular targets with you, so together you can work
to progress your child’s development.

Children benefit from attending nursery to
become independent young people, they will be
sociable and used to mixing with a range of other
children and carers.
At our graduation ceremonies last summer we
asked the children about their time at nursery. “I
will miss everyone”, said one. Another said, “I have
enjoyed everything in Snapdragons especially the
dressing up and playing outside with my friends.
I want to be a teacher when I grow up and tell the
children all about Pre-School.”
Ensure you enjoy your child’s time at nursery
and the start of a life long journey of learning and
friendship. As a mother of 28 and 23 year old
daughters I know the time will fly. Enjoy every
moment!
january 2012 Snapdragons
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Healthcare

Read about
common health
issues and have your
questions answered.

Gastrointestinal infections
What are they?

Francesca
Thompson,
Health Advisor
for Snapdragons
Nursery

”

Many children have
more than one episode of
gastrointestinal infection
each year. These infections
usually cause relatively mild
diarrhoea and / or vomiting
that lasts only a few days.
Infants and young children
are prone to dehydration.
Most of these infections
are viral, with rotavirus
being the commonest.
Bacterial causes
include Campylobacter
spp, Salmonella spp,
enterovirulet strains of
Escherichia coli, such as
E Coli 0157, and Listeria
monocytogenes.

Children
suffering from
vomiting or
diarrhoea
should stay
away from
nursery for
at least 48 how do you
hours. catch them?

An infected person
spreads
pathogens to
the surfaces
around them
when they
touch them
with unwashed
hands or
contaminate
them with vomit
or diarrhoea.
Surfaces can
also become
contaminated
when particles
disperse into
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the air during vomiting
or toilet flushing. These
infections persist on
surfaces for at least 45
days and E Coli can persist
for several months. The
germs may be picked
up from surfaces and
transferred to the mouth
via contaminated hands or
food.

what situation
might i be faced
with?

Baby Rudolph had
vomiting and diarrhoea over
the weekend. On Monday
morning since Rudolph
seemed better, mother
took Rudolph to nursery
and explained that he had
been ill. She is upset when
the staff inform her that

she cannot leave Rudolph
until he has been clear of
symptoms for 48 hours.
Mother needs to
be reassured that it is
important that she does not
leave Rudolph at nursery
as he is still likely to be
infectious. Even though
Rudolph seems better, he
may still be shedding the
germs in his faeces and
that careful attention to
hand and surface hygiene is
necessary to help stop the
germs spreading to others.
Any child with vomiting
and / or diarrhoea should
stay away from the
nursery until at least 48
hours after the symptoms
have settled.

promotion

Newbridge School, Bath

Headteacher
John Croker
01225 421 675

N

ewbridge is a Primary School situated
instruments, from flutes to tubas. There are also
on the edge of Bath. We are very
many clubs including blues band and orchestra.
lucky to have so many fantastic
The choir are given the opportunity to go to the
resources and beautiful grounds.
02 Arena and sing with 8,000 other children (a life
We have an amazing conservation area, which
changing experience).
is like our own private wood except in the safe
Our school has a good relationship with the
community of our school. One thing that everyone
local community. Parents, carers, governors and
loves is the adventure playground that we can
others come into the school and help with reading,
use during break times. We also have a massive
cooking, school trips and a variety of other things.
field with four goal nets which makes it brilliant for
We also raise money for local charities. We are
playing football.
an eco-friendly school and do all we can to save
At Newbridge we have a variety of lessons
energy. We are about to have solar panels installed
alongside the main subjects, which everyone
on the roof which will save a lot of money and help
enjoys. We do French, Music, PE, Art, Drama, ICT,
the environment. Last term we had a whole day
PSHE and RE and we work on a topic each term,
devoted to being ‘Green’ which everyone loved!
which we base our lessons around. In Year 6 we
Our school is the biggest in BANES, we have
also get to help out in our brilliant library and our
lots of staff and even our very own lollipop man.
well-equipped ICT suite. We are all very lucky as we
Our teachers make learning fun and exciting for
have a chance to go on lots of school trips, from
everyone and ensure we all feel safe and happy.
going to an exciting farm in Reception, to the Isle of
They go the extra mile to help us and encourage us
Wight in Year 6.
to be the best that we can be!
In our school we have an amazing array of clubs
So, if you like the sound of our school, come to
ranging from drama and art to glass painting,
our open days!
gardening and robotics. Newbridge is also a great
“Our school’s sports are truly brill!”
school for sport. We guarantee we will find a sport
“I sometimes go out for one to one lessons and I
for you. We have a wide range of sporting clubs
really enjoy it, the staff really help me.”
including football, cricket
“Taking responsibility is a
and tennis. We also have the
big thing in our school, each
opportunity to try Tae Kwon
individual tries their best to
Do and Judo. There’s a club
keep the school a good place.”
for every talent!
Children love music
(This article was created and
at Newbridge! We are
arranged entirely by Newbridge
lucky enough to be able
Primary School Year 6 children.)
www.newbridge.bathnes.sch.uk
to try a variety of musical
january 2012 Snapdragons
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“I remember
falling in a
pond when i
was three and
my dad having
to hoik me out
by my legs.”
What were you at school?
Teachers’ Pet.

your Favourite Harry Potter
movie?
Haven’t watched them.

jo benwell

If you were stuck in a lift with a celebrity, who would you
choose?

How long have you been working for Snapdragons?

What would be the title of your autobiography?

snapdragons grosvenor

I started in April 2011.

Take us through some of your previous jobs.

I have worked for nurseries in Bath and Chippenham
(including my training). I also worked for Helphire
doing Admin for a while and in a pub.

What do you enjoy about your role?

Being with the children, having fun with them, seeing
them getting excited about new things and watching
them develop.

What film have you seen the most?

Pride and Prejudice. The five hour version with Colin
Firth.

What saying do you use the most?

“Really?” As in, “I don’t believe you”.

What part did you play in your school play?

Tweedle Dum. It was great because I had to copy
everything Tweedle Dee said so I didn’t have to learn
any lines.

Gok Wan. He looks like he’d make a good best
friend and he could give me some style advice.
Make Up Your Mind.

What one thing can you do better than anyone else you
know?
Dance. I’ve got a degree in it! Although maybe I
should say dance theory because there’s a lot of
that when you do a dance degree.

What’s your specialist subject?
Er, dance?

How do you like your eggs?
I don’t.

What’s your Favourite joke?

I can’t remember. I never remember jokes.

What’s your earliest memory?

Falling in a pond when I was three. I was wearing a
blue dress and my dad grabbed my leg as I fell and
hoiked me out.

Window seat or aisle?

What’s the most expensive thing you’ve bought?

Window.

What’s the best thing you’ve ever taken from a hotel?

£85 from Moda in Pelle.

What’s your signature dish?

Jo-Jo or Joey.

My car... and that wasn’t very expensive!
I’d never do that!

what is the Most you have spent on a pair of shoes?
What is your nickname?

Tarragon Chicken. It’s full of cream – naughty but
nice!

Have you Ever worn sunglasses indoors?

What is your song of choice for karaoke?

What is the meaning of life?

Shania Twain’s “Man I Feel Like a Woman”. You can
really belt it out.
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What a random question. No!
Enjoyment.

Staffnews
new babies

Lizzy Stubbs, Melksham, due 31st May 2012
Alyssa Jackson, Atworth, Kiera born 24th
October, weighing 9lb 12oz
Wendy Meijer, Corsham, Rosalie born 27th
October, weighing 7lb 9oz

Firework extravanganza

01

graduates

01Janey Mondal, Area Manager, Level 3
Forest School Leader
02Laura Coppin, Broadwood, Level 3 in
Childcare
We now have several candidates undertaking
Early Years Professional training.

02

promotions

03Shelley Hibbard, Grosvenor, now Head of
Toddlers (maternity cover)

03

Hello to

Debby Kirby

On November 4th,
we held a special
fireworks evening
for our employees
and their families,
inviting them in to
enjoy the show and
the delicious food we
had available.
Being able to
bring our nursery
employees together
for events such as
this is fantastic and
we plan to hold many
more in the future.

Debby Kirby is an experienced primary school
teacher who will be joining us in January whilst she
is doing her Early Years Professional Status course.
Debby has previously worked as a trainer
and advisor to early years staff and has been
particularly involved in using singing and musical
play to help develop young children’s language and
communication skills.
She will predominantly be leading our Big Steps
sessions for pre-schoolers as well as spending time
with toddlers and babies.
She is looking forward to meeting you all in the
New Year.

What is an EYP?
Early Years Professional Status (EYPS) is the
graduate level professional accreditation programme
for leading practitioners in the early years sector.
Since its launch in 2007, EYPS has become
recognised as the gold-standard in early years
training and the only government endorsed
accreditation for the early years workforce.
january 2012 Snapdragons
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Incoming
Nursery dates for your calendar.

1+

month away
January - March

months away
April - June

6+

months away
July - December

Football match

Warleigh Lodge Farm

Summer Fete

Come and see Snap
Daddies Utd (Grosvenor)
take on the Bradfordon-Avon Ladies. Specific
details to follow.

We will be heading off to
the farm for our annual
trips to see Farmer Julian
and his wife Rosemary.
Specific dates to follow.

Our annual fete will
be setting up its stalls
again for this summer
extravanganza at our
Weston nursery.

End of March

April 20th - 27th

Saturday July 14th
13:30 - 16:00

Valentine fun

Quiz Night

Forest Fun Festival

The children can enjoy
our Love Bug Disco at
Corsham and Valentine’s
Balls at Broadwood,
Grosvenor and Atworth

Our memorable Quiz
Night is back and better
than ever! Compete with
friends in each fun round!
Tickets available in April.

Join us in the forest
for a fun and exciting
day learning about the
wonders of Forest School
with Janey.

Tuesday February 14th

Saturday May 12th

Date to be confirmed

Other
Flower Power Day
(Corsham) – dress up in
your brightest florals and
chase away the winter blues
Monday Jan 23rd
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Other
Easter activities - egg hunts
and easter crafts going on
during Easter week in all the
nurseries
Easter

Other
Family barbecue
(Broadwood) - sizzling
summer barbecue for all the
family at Broadwood.
July

